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Fundraisers for Austin Writer in 
Need

You may or may not know of Austin writer Kari 
Anne Roy. She is responsible for the book Haiku 
Mama (because 17 syllables is all you have time to 
read) and the Haikuoftheday blog.  Under the name 
K.A. Holt, she has a new SF novel titled Mike Stellar: 
Nerves of Steel that is coming out from Random 
House on June 23, 2009. This looks like it will be a 
fun romp in space for the 9-12 set. “Things are not 
so stellar for Mike Stellar. He is stunned when his 
parents inform him that he has only eight hours to 
pack before they move to Mars.”

Ms. Roy and her family are currently in financial 
trouble, due to the premature birth of a baby in 
August (Isaac, better known as Ike-a-saurus), 
unfortunately followed by Mr. Roy (along with the 
rest of his department) having been laid off in 
January (with medical insurance cut off that same 
day - ouch). 

There was a bake sale at UT in mid-February. 
There are several other upcoming fundraisers: 

March 7: Rummage Sale Spectacular, 909 West 
Mary Street, 8 AM -12 Noon. Sponsored by Thai 
Fresh and Cafe Caffeine. 

March 10: TSU San Marcos Bake Sale, LBJ 
Student Center Mall, 10 AM - 2 PM

Other events being planned include an online 
auction and a St. Edward’s Bake Sale. One can also 
make a donation online at http://ikeasaurus.com.

Help NASA Name New Node of 
Space Station

NASA is soliciting opinions before naming the 
International Space Station’s Node 3, a connecting 
module and its cupola, before the two segments travel 
to space and are installed. The name should reflect 
the spirit of exploration and cooperation embodied by 
the space station, and follow in the tradition set by 
Node 1- Unity- and Node 2- Harmony. Currently, the 
name Serenity is in the lead. Other options listed are 
Earthrise, Legacy and Venture. Top suggestions not 
on the list include Enterprise. Cast your vote by going 
to http://tinyurl.com/issnode3vote.

Participate in Read an E-book Week 
March 8-14 

Read an E-book Week is March 8-14, 2009. Read 
an E-book Week was started in 2004. 

A free option you might consider, if interested in 
participating, is Rudy Rucker’s Postsingular, which is 
the North Reading Group selection for May 4. You can 
read Postsingular at http://www.rudyrucker.com/
postsingular/. Another outstanding source of free 
online fiction is Louis Shiner’s Fiction Liberation 
Front: http://lewisshiner.com/liberation/index.htm.

Report from GeezerCon 2/ 
OtherCon 8

Submitted by Daniel Tolliver
Wendy and I attended GeezerCon 2/OtherCon 8 

in College Station in February. The con was held at 
Dianne Kraft’s house.  Attendees were primarily old 
Cepheids, although there was one current member 
of Cepheid Variable there, who said he was working 
on the AggieCon art show but didn’t have any 
information on AggieCon. The GeezerCon chair called 
in from New York City to see how the convention 
was progressing. Bob Stahl was Guest of Honor, Lee 
Ziegenhals reprised his role as King Crab and Martha 
Wells attended.  There was a lot of gaming (cribbage, 
bridge and poker) and lots of really good food and 
home brew beer. The ArmadilloCon ice cream 
socializing was a success and people looked at the 
flyers with interest.

UPUPCOMING FACT EVENTS

Monday, Mar. 2, 7-8PM: North Austin Reading 
Group (home of organizer; contact reading@fact.org 
for details). Watchmen by Alan Moore & Dave 
Gibbons. 

Saturday, Mar. 7, 1 PM: ArmadilloCon 31 
Meeting. At home of Con Chair Kimm Antell. 

Saturday, Mar. 14, 1-3 PM: FACT Annual 
Meeting & Board Meeting (Carver Branch, Austin 
Public Library, 1161 Angelina St). 

- Vote on changes to Bylaws
- Vote to select 2009 Board members
Tuesday, Mar. 17, 7-8PM: North Austin Reading 

Group (Austin Public Library, Milwood Branch, 
12500 Amherst). Gateway by Frederik Pohl. 

Wednesday, Mar. 18, 7-8 PM: South Austin 
Reading Group (Pleasant Hill Branch, Austin 
Public Library, 211 E. William Cannon Dr.). Good 
Omens by (Sir) Terry Pratchett and (recent Newbery 
winner) Neil Gaiman.

continued on page 4
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ARMADILLOCON 31
Austin’s Literary Speculative Fiction Convention - August 14-16, 2009

fact sheet february
Another Great Con Brought to You By F.A.C.T. | www.fact.org

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________ 

BADGE NAME(S):_______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: __________________________________ STATE: ___________ ZIP: __________________

E-MAIL: _______________________________________________________________________

________________ �-DAY ADULT (�� and up) MEMBERSHIPS @ ��� EACH* = _______________

________________ �-DAY KID (�-��) MEMBERSHIPS @ ��� EACH = _______________________

________________ WRITERS’ WORKSHOP MEMBERSHIP** @ ��� EACH = ________________

I am interested in:   [ ] Volunteering  [ ] Art Show [ ] Dealer Tables [ ] Adver�sing

* This advance rate is GOOD ONLY UNTIL MARCH ��, ����.  Payment must be received online via Paypal or 
must  be mailed to our PO Box and postmarked by that date.

** Includes �-day membership. Does not include lunch.

Make checks out to ArmadilloCon �� and send to ArmadilloCon ��, PO Box �����, Aus�n, TX �����, 
or go to www.armadillocon.org and pay via Paypal.

Guest of Honor: Scott Lynch
Twice Nominated for John W. Campbell Award
Author of The Lies of Locke Lamora & Red Seas Under Red Skies

Artist Guest: Stephan Martiniere
Winner of ���� Hugo for Best Professional Ar�st
Winner of ���� & ���� Chesley awards
Nominated for Prime�me Emmy (Best Animated Series)

Fan Guest: Karen Meschke
Chair of ���� Nebula Awards weekend
Chair of LoneStarCon �, the ���� WorldCon
Chair of ArmadilloCon ��, Co-Chair ArmadilloCon ��

Toastmaster: Scott A. Cupp
Nominated for John W. Campbell Award
World Fantasy Award Finalist for edi�ng

Editor Guest: Chris Roberson
World Fantasy Award Finalist for wri�ng, edi�ng & publishing
Author of Set the Seas on Fire & The Dragon’s Nine Sons

Special Guest: Joan Vinge
Winner of Hugo Award for Best Novel
Author of The Snow Queen, Cat series (Psion, etc)

Writers’ Workshop - Art Show
Gaming - Dealers’ Room
Multi-Track Programming

And More!

www.ArmadilloCon.org

LAST CHANCE!
YOU MUST REGISTER

BY MARCH 29
TO GET

$35 ADVANCE RATE!
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 Wendy’s sister had made a Through the Looking 
Glass Sheep way back when, which we had, so we 
took it to the convention. People wanted to have their 
pictures taken with it and the dogs growled at it. It 
was termed “disturbing.”

For more information about OtherCon, see http:
//wiki.cepheid.org/index.php/OtherCon.

New BigIdeaAuthors Literary Site 
Due April 20, 2009

An exciting new literary website is in the works. 
BigIdeaAuthors.com is to be a new website that 
expands on the “Big Idea” pieces on that author 
John Scalzi has published on his blog, Whatever. In 
that series of “Big Idea” pieces, authors explain in a 
short essay a major or motivating idea for their latest 
works. 

BigIdeaAuthors.com will use that idea as the 
cornerstone of an online literary site designed to 
inform readers about new books, entertain them 
through author essays, appearances and interviews, 
and motivate them to buy new books and discuss 
them with friends and acquaintances. 

The staff at BigIdeaAuthors.com will consist 
of William Schafer as publisher, John Scalzi as 
Executive Editor, and Yanni Kuznia as Editor. 

Mr. Schafer is also the editor and publisher of 
Subterranean Press. Kuznia is Director of Production 
at Subterranean.

So, mark your calendars. In the meantime, you can 
review Big Idea pieces on the Whatever blog at http:
//whatever.scalzi.com/category/big-idea/.

Worldcon 2011 Update
Seattle has pulled its bid out of the race to 

host Worldcon in 2011, leaving Reno unopposed. 
Evidently another party got a written commitment 
for the Seattle facilities before the Seattle 2011 Bid 
Committee could. See the complete announcement 
at http://seattlein2011.org/. Seattle folk are 
now discussing other years, including 2013, as 
possibilities on the Seattle-in-2011 Yahoo group.

New Way to Support Austin Public 
Library

The Austin Public Library has opened a used 
bookstore named Recycled Reads at 5335 Burnet 
Road. The used bookstore will primarily be operated 
year round by volunteers with materials that are 
withdrawn from the library’s collection and from 
private donations. Thousands of books, videos, 
record albums, and assorted media will be sold for 
just $1 and $2 each. All proceeds from the sales 

continued from page 2

IS IT TIME TO RENEW YOUR FACT MEMBERSHIP?
YES! SIGN ME UP for ___ memberships at $21 per year for ___ years.

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STREET ADDRESS (INCL. APT. #): ______________________________________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WEBSITE: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BIRTHDAY (MM/DD): _______________________________________________________________________________________________

I want to receive the newsletter in the following format: Electronic (pdf)______ Paper______

I DO WANT____ DO NOT WANT____ TO BE IN THE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY.

If you want to be in the Membership Directory, please tell us what to include:

Name______ Address______ Phone______ E-mail______ Website______ Birthday______

Pay online via PayPal (additional $1 service fee applies), or
send this form and a check to payable to F.A.C.T. to: P.O. Box 26442, Austin, TX, 78755-0422.
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directly benefit the Austin Public Library and will be 
used for supplies, equipment, and materials which 
supplement the library’s operating budget. 

Hours of operation for the Recycled Reads bookstore 
are: Tuesdays 10 AM-4 PM, Thursdays 3 PM-9 PM, 
Saturdays and Sundays 12 noon-5 PM. 

Donations are accepted during open hours and 
by appointment 512-323-5123. To volunteer for the 
bookstore or for more information call (512) 974-
7400.

Submission Opportunity
Hotel Amerika, the literary magazine of Columbia 

University, will publish a special TransGenre issue 
in Spring, 2009. To be considered, materials must 
be received by May 1, 2009, in envelopes clearly 
marked “TransGenre.” For details, see http://
www.hotelamerika.net.

Newbery Award
Neil Gaiman was awarded the Newbery Medal, the 

most prestigious prize in children’s literature, for The 
Graveyard Book. The Washington Post spoke tom 
about this and about his writing. Read the article at 
http://tinyurl.com/2009newbery.

Final 2008 Nebula Ballot
SFWA has released the final ballot for the 2008 

Nebula Awards, to be announced during the 2009 
Nebula Awards Weekend, April 24-26, 2009 in Los 
Angeles CA. 

Novels: Little Brother, Cory Doctorow (Tor); Powers, 
Ursula K. Le Guin (Harcourt); Cauldron, Jack 
McDevitt (Ace); Brasyl, Ian McDonald (Pyr); Making 
Money, Sir Terry Pratchett (Harper); Superpowers, 
David J. Schwartz (Three Rivers).

Novellas: “The Spacetime Pool”, Catherine Asaro 
(Analog 3/08); “Dark Heaven”, Gregory Benford (Alien 
Crimes, edited by Mike Resnick); Dangerous Space, 
Kelley Eskridge (Dangerous Space); “The Political 
Prisoner”, Charles Coleman Finlay (F&SF 8/08); The 
Duke in His Castle, Vera Nazarian (Norilana).

Novelettes: “If Angels Fight”, Richard Bowes (F&SF 
2/08); “Dark Rooms”, Lisa Goldstein (Asimov’s 
10-11/07); “Pride and Prometheus”, John Kessel 
(F&SF 1/08); “Night Wind”, Mary Rosenblum (Lace 
and Blade edited by Deborah J. Ross); “Baby Doll”, 
Johanna Sinisalo, David Hackston, trans. (The 
SFWA European Hall of Fame); “Kaleidoscope”, K.D. 
Wentworth (F&SF 5/07).

Stories: “The Button Bin”, Mike Allen (Helix 
10/07); “The Dreaming Wind”, Jeffrey Ford (The 
Coyote Road); “Trophy Wives”, Nina Kiriki Hoffman 
(Fellowship Fantastic edited by Martin Greenberg and 
Kerrie Hughes); “26 Monkeys, Also the Abyss”, Kij 

Johnson (Asimov’s 7/08); “The Tomb Wife”, Gwyneth 
Jones (F&SF 8/07); “Don’t Stop”, James Patrick Kelly 
(Asimov’s 6/07).

Scripts: The Dark Knight, Jonathan Nolan, 
Christopher Nolan, David S. Goyer (Warner Bros.); 
“The Shrine”, Brad Wright (Stargate Atlantis); WALL-
E, Andrew Stanton, Jim Reardon, Peter Docter 
(Pixar).

Andre Norton Award: Graceling, Kristin Cashore 
(Harcourt); Lamplighter, D.M. Cornish; Savvy, 
Ingrid Law (Dial); The Adoration of Jenna Fox, Mary 
E. Pearson (Holt); Flora’s Dare, Ysabeau S. Wilce 
(Harcourt).

British Science Fiction Award 
(BSFA) Nominees

 The Awards will be presented at Eastercon LX on 
April 11, 2009. Items with asterisks are available for 
viewing at http://tinyurl.com/bsfa2009.

Novel: Flood by Stephen Baxter; The Gone-Away 
World by Nick Harkaway; The Night Sessions by Ken 
MacLeod; Anathem by Neal Stephenson.

Best Short Fiction: “Exhalation” by Ted Chiang 
(Eclipse 2); “Crystal Nights”** by Greg Egan (Interzone 
215); “Little Lost Robot”** by Paul McAuley (Interzone 
217); “Evidence of Love in a Case of Abandonment” 
by M. Rickert (F&SF, Oct/Nov 2008)

Best Non-Fiction: “Physics for Amnesia”** by John 
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Clute; Superheroes!: Capes and Crusaders in Comics 
and Films by Roz Kaveney (I.B. Tauris); What It Is We 
Do When We Read Science Fiction by Paul Kincaid 
(Beccon); Rhetorics of Fantasy by Farah Mendlesohn 
(Wesleyan)

Best Artwork: Cover** of Subterfuge, ed. Ian 
Whates, by Andy Bigwood; Cover** of Flood by 
Stephen Baxter, by Blacksheep; Cover** of Swiftly 
by Adam Roberts, by Blacksheep; Cover** of Murky 
Depths 4 by Vincent Chong; Cover** of Interzone 218 
by Warwick Fraser Coombe

FACToids and Friends
FACT member and New York Times bestselling 

author Aaron Allston will be touring to promote 
Outcast, the first book in the Fate of the Jedi 
series from Del Rey. The central Texas stop on the 
tour will be at the Barnes and Noble Booksellers 
Arboretum, Austin, on Saturday, April 4, at 2 PM. 
Other appearances include Lexington, KY (March 
24), Chicago, IL (March 25), Kansas City, MO 
(March 26), Seattle, WA (March 27), Sacramento, 
CA (March 28), and Phoenix, AZ (March 29). 

FACT member Kurt Baty is an AFOL, an adult 
fan of LEGOs. He is at work creating the Republic 
of Texas Navy in LEGOs. His latest creation is 
a ship called the RTS Zavala. Admire it at http:
//tinyurl.com/batyship.

Mark Finn has tackled an impressive new project. 
He is out to create a museum for the influential jazz 
trombonist Jack Teagarden, who was from Vernon 
Texas (where Mark now lives). He will do this by 
acquiring a collection of material that has already 
been assembled. “I need to raise $160,000—half 
of the collection’s worth, up front, in order to take 
possession of it, by June 30th. The balance is due 
over the next six years. Packing and shipping of 
the archive is estimated at $15,000. So, I’m looking 
for $175,000 from private foundations in the area 

who support the arts, museums, and education and 
preservation of Texas history. Is it daunting? Yep. 
But I have to try. We’ve applied for 501c3 status, 
and we’ll get it with no problems, but that won’t be 
conferred until probably 5-6 months from now. In 
the meantime, I’ll keep looking. If any of you out 
there have suggestions, I’d love to hear them.” Read 
the story of how Finn got into this project at http:
//finnswake.livejournal.com/.

Art by FACT favorite artist Brad Foster graces the 
pages of AmaZed and CorfluZed, the third progress 
report for Corflu 2009. Enjoy it by going to http:
//efanzines.com/Corflu26/index.htm.

Fred, the beloved pet of A.T. Campbell, III, and 
arguably a de facto member of the North Reading 
Group (he attends half the meetings and is quite 
social though he says nothing about the books), 
was ill in early February.  He is on antibiotics and 
is mending nicely. 

Jayme Lynn Blaschke, Steven Brust, Katharine 
Eliska Kimbriel and Robert Stikmanz will be 
guests at AggieCon 40, March 26-29, 2009.

Artists Kendall Hart and Rae Goss both  
participated in ArmadilloCon 30 (remember 
Kendall’s armadillo statue, sculpted in the Dealers’ 
Room?) and both have supplied cover art for The 
FACT Sheet.  They have teamed up as Grimstone 
Studios. See their new website at http://www.grims
tonestudios.com.

Writer and editor Nalo Hopkinson will be the 
guest of honor of the 2009 [Jack} Williamson 
Lectureship at Eastern New Mexico University 
on Friday, April 10. She will be joined by author 
Connie Willis, one of the most highly decorated 
writers in the field of science fiction.  Read the 
announcement at the ENMU website, where 
you should also watch for details as the date 
approaches: http://tinyurl.com/enmunalo.  

Jay Lake has a story, “On the Human Plane,” in 
the current issue of the online magazine Lone Star 
Stories (http://literary.erictmarin.com/). 

According to Shelf Awareness (http://tinyurl.com/
shelfaware22609), William Fitzgerald Jenkins, 
perhaps known to SF fans by his pen name, 
Murray Leinster, is being honored by the Virginia 
state government. The House of Delegates and 
Senate have voted to designate June 27 as Will 
F. Jenkins Day. The resolution called Jenkins, 
who died in 1975, “one of the most prolific fiction 
writers of the 20th century, who also received 
notoriety in the science fiction field under the pen 
name, Murray Leinster,” and “one of the founders 
of American science fiction.” Among his honors are 
two Hugs, one for the novelette “First Contact.” The 
Sidewise Awards for Alternate History take their 
name from his short story “Sidewise in Time.” 

Connect with FACT online:
- Group List: 
groups.google.com/group/
factlist
- Facebook: Armadillocon 
Convention
- Twitter: armadillocon
- Website: www.fact.org
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Subterranean Press will release Son of Retro Pulp 
Tales, edited by Joe R. Lansdale and son Keith 
Lansdale, in May. The volume will include a new 
Dead in the West story by Joe Lansdale, as well as 
stories by Harlan Ellison, Mike Resnick, and others.

Jonathon Lyons, who has been a guest at 
ArmadilloCon, recently placed an experimental 
story called “the reflecting pool” in Hotel Amerika, 
the literary magazine of Columbia University. It will 
appear in Vol. 8, No. 1, a special TransGenre issue. 
In the e-mail announcing this, Lyons said that he 
had considered the story “so bizarre that I wasn’t 
sure it was publishable!”

Author Linda Nightingale has a new e-book, 
Black Swan, available from Wild Rose Press. Black 
Swan is a short paranormal romance. To find out 
more, visit http://www.lindanightingale.com.

ArmadilloCon 31 Artist Guest Stephan 
Martiniere is a judge for L. Ron Hubbard Presents 
Writers and Illustrators of the Future Volume 24 
(Galaxy Press). http://tinyurl.com/wiotf24

Stephan Martiniere created the art for new 
covers for David Louis Edelman’s Infoquake and 
Multireal. Read an interesting interview with 
Edelman and see the new cover art at http://
tinyurl.com/edelmancovers. Mr. Martiniere is also 
responsible for the art on the cover of Pyr’s trade 
paperback of Ian McDonald’s Brasyl, which was 
recently nominated for a BSFA Award. See that art 
at http://tinyurl.com/brasylcover.

Lawrence Person has a short piece in the 
current issue of Fantasy & Science Fiction. Read 
his comments on Smallcreep’s Day by Peter 
Currell Brown at http://www.sfsite.com/fsf/2009/
cur0902.htm.

Lawrence Person’s website has a new URL, 
thanks to some changes to RoadRunner. You can 
find him online at http://home.roadrunner.com/
~lperson1/.

Chris Roberson is Guest of Honor at AdeptiCon, 
an Illinois gaming con. He also has several fun 
entries on his blog, Roberson’s Interminable Ramble 
http://www.chrisroberson.net/ramble.html). On 
Feb. 27, he posted a fiction piece, “Two Birds.” On 
that same day, he also posted a link to an interview 
with Shaun Farrell of Adventures in Sci Fi that 
sounds like it could be interesting.

Board member Charles Siros stated at the 
February Board meeting that Nina Siros, who had 
been through surgery recently, is recovering nicely.

Author Robert Stikmanz has a new web page to 
promote his Hidden Lands of Nod series. Admire it 
at http://stikmanz.plumbsocial.com/. Mr. Stikmanz 
will be appearing at the STAPLE! Independent 
Medias Expo on March 7 (Monarch Event Center, 
6406 I-35, Austin. He will also be signing copies 

of Sleeper Awakes, the third volume in the Hidden 
Lands of Nod series, on Friday, May 1, at 7 PM at 
BookPeople.

Howard Waldrop and Lawrence Person 
reappeared on Locus Online on January 22 with 
a review of two Futurama DVDs. As usual, their 
review is great fun to read, and the DVDs in 
question come highly recommended: “Buy these 
DVDs ... You’ll get 2 1/2 hours of intelligently 
written television, the kind we all hoped it would 
all be like 50 years ago, when it was all just being 
born.” Read it all at http://locusmag.com/2009/
Reviews_Futurama.html.

The Seattle Times published a book review that 
briefly but favorably mentioned FACT favorite 
author Howard Waldrop. If curious, read it at http:
//tinyurl.com/3genSFreview.

Martha Wells has been invited to be a guest 
at WriterCon, to be held July 31 - August 2 in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

As noted in Boing Boing: For the first time ever, 
Pyr Books is making one of their novels available 
for free as an eBook. Sean Williams’ The Crooked 
Letter: Books of the Cataclysm: One is available 
now, in its entirety, as a PDF. Get it at http://
www.pyrsf.com/crookedletterPDF.html. 

FACT member Scott Zrubek came back from 
Boskone with the shocking report that it was a 
terrible weekend. “Exclusively because I was ill 
and, therefore, no fault can be placed upon the 
con committee.” He assisted in the Art Show and 
attended a panel on Zelazny. Aside from that, he 
knew very little about Boskone 46. 

Media News
BBC America announced on February 4 that 

three SF dramas will have US premieres on BBC 
America this year -- Being Human, Survivors, 
and a new season of Primeval. Being Human is 
described as “a witty and extraordinary look into 
the lives of three twenty-somethings and their 
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secret double-lives – as a werewolf, a vampire and a 
ghost” (quote from BBC).  Survivors “focuses on the 
world in the aftermath of a virus that has wiped out 
99% of the human race” (quote from BBC) and is  a 
revival of a 1970s drama by Terry Nation (per http:
//survivorsbbctv.wordpress.com/). For the complete 
BBC announcement, see http://tinyurl.com/
bbcsf2009.

Caprica, the Battlestar Galactica spin-off,  
has been given a 20 episode first season and will 
begin filming in summer of 2009 in Vancouver. It 
is slated to air in 2010. The feature-length prequel 
will be available on DVD as a limited-edition uncut 
and unrated version before the series’ broadcast. 
The release date is April 21. Details at http://
tinyurl.com/capricapremdvd. 

Realms of Fantasy ceased publication with its 
April, 2009, issue. Locus posted an announcement 
(http://tinyurl.com/rofgone), stating that the issue 
was “primarily due to plummeting newsstand 
sales, the problem currently faced by all of the 
fiction magazines. ‘We’re shelved in the back of 
the bookstores. Nobody can even find us,’” said 
Managing Editor Laura Cleveland.

Torchwood will return for a brief, five-episode 
third season in 2009 on BBC America. The five 
episodes will make up a miniseries entitled Children 
of Earth. See the official trailer on YouTube: http:
//tinyurl.com/twood3trailer.

Passages
Philip Jose Farmer passed away peacefully in 

his sleep on the morning of February 25, according 
to his official website (http://www.pjfarmer.com/). 
According to Locus, “his many honors include a 
World Fantasy Life Achievement Award (2001), three 
Hugos, and a First Fandom Award.” One of those 
Hugos was for the novel To Your Scattered Bodies 
Go (1972). See the April 2009 issue of Locus for an 
extensive obituary.

Bob May, the man inside the robot suit on Lost in 
Space, died in January, at the age of 69. Read the 
complete obituary in the Los Angeles Times at http:
//tinyurl.com/mayobit.

Lux Interior, songwriter and front man for The 
Cramps, died on February 4 at the age of 62. Some 
SF fans may have noticed and enjoyed The Cramps 
partly because the band’s music expressed such a 
love for B-movies. Songs by the Cramps included 
”I Was a Teenage Werewolf,” “Zombie Dance” 
and “Bikini Girls with Machine Guns.”  Read the 
complete obituary in the Los Angeles Times at http:
//tinyurl.com/luxobit.

Ricardo Montalban died in January at the age 
of 88. FACT members are likely to remember him 
as Khan Noonien Singh, a part he brought to life 

in the first season of Star Trek and in Star Trek II: 
The Wrath of Khan (arguably the best film in the 
franchise, due in large part to his performance). Read 
a complete obituary in the Los Angeles Times at http:
//tinyurl.com/montalbanobit.

Convention Listing
Mar. 6-8: ChimaeraCon 2009, Crossroads 

Convention Center, Balcones Heights, TX (near San 
Antonio). Theme “Quest for the Grail.” Gaming, 
anime and SF. Guests: Author Sanford Allen, 
Cartoonist Mike Fisher. Weekend pass $25. http:
//chimaeracon.com/

Mar. 13-15: Corflu Zed, Hotel Zeca, Seattle, WA. 
Con for fanzine fans. Attending $75; supporting $20. 
http://corflu.org 

Mar. 13-15: All-Con 2009, Crowne Plaza Hotel 
North Dallas - Addison. Autographs, gaming, comics, 
a burlesque show. Weekend pass $30 (adult). http:
//www.all-con.org/

Mar. 13-15: REVELcon 20, Houston, TX. Adult-
only (18+). Videos, panels, zines. Weekend pass $85. 
http://www.severalunlimited.com/revelcon/

Mar. 26-29: AggieCon 40, College Station, 
TX. Student-run SF con. Author Guest Todd 
McCaffrey, Artists Guest Kristen Perry. http://
aggiecon.tamu.edu/

Apr. 3-5: AdeptiCon 2009, Westin Lombard 
Yorktown Center, Lombard, IL, GoH Chris Roberson. 
http://www.adepticon.org/

Apr. 10-12: Anime Matsuri, Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel and Convention Center, 
The Woodlands, TX. Anime con. Registration 
$45 before March 13, or $50 at the door. http://
www.animematsuri.com/

Apr. 18-19: InstaCon 8, Crowne Plaza Houston 
Suites, Houston, TX. Con-running convention 
sponsored by the fine folks of ALAMO. Registration 
$50 Attending, $20 Supporting. http://www.alamo-
sf.org/instacon8/

Apr. 24-26: Conestoga 13, Tulsa, OK. Literary FSF 
con. GoH Robin Hobb, Artist GoH Real Musgrave, 
Toastmaster Frank Wu. Regular registration 
$35, Golden Ticket $55. http://www.sftulsa.org/
conestoga/

Apr. 24-26: Delta H Con, University of Houston 
Main Campus, Houston, TX. Gaming and anime. 
Registration in advance (until 4/13) $25, at door $35. 
http://www.deltahcon.com/ 

May 2-4: Cape! 4, Dallas, TX. A free comic book day 
event. http://www.capeday.com/

May 29-31: A-Kon 20, Sheraton Dallas, Dallas, 
TX. Anime. Anime, comics, cosplay, media, gaming. 
Preregistration $40 (adults), kids (6-12) $15. http:
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//www.a-kon.com/
Jun. 5-7: SoonerCon, Bilmore Hotel, Oklahoma 

City, OK. FSF and gaming con. GoH Eric Flint, 
Artist Guest Brad Foster, Toastmaster Selina Rosen. 
Preregistration $30. http://www.soonercon.info/

Jun. 19-21: Bayou Wars VVII, Quality Hote and 
Conference Center, Metairie, LA. Wargaming con.  
http://www.bayouwars.org/

Jun. 26-28: ApolloCon 2009, DoubleTree Hotel 
Houston Intercontinental Airport, Houston, TX. 
F, SF and horror con. GoH Wil McCarthy; Editor 
GoHs TBD; Artist GoH Pat Rawlings; Music GoH 
Amy McNally; Fan GoH FACT member Al Jackson. 
Registration $30 until May 1, $40 at the con. http:
//www.apollocon.org

Jul. 10-12: Tokyo in Tulsa, DoubleTree 
Downtown and Convention Center, Tulsa, OK. 
Anime con. Registration $30 until July 3. http://
www.tokyointulsa.com/

Jul. 17-19: Babelcon 2009, Cook Hotel and Alumni 
Center, Baton Rouge, LA. SF, anime, games, horror, 
RenFaire. Registration $35 before 3/31, $45 at door. 
http://www.babelcon.org/

Jul. 17-19: AniMix 2009, Plaza Hotel and 
Conference Center, Killeen, TX. Anime con. 
Registration $35 before 3/31, $45 at door. http:
//www.animix.org/

Jul. 24-26: MechaCon V, Hilton Lafayette, 
Lafayette, LA. Anime con. Basic pass $35. http://
www.mechacon.net/

Jul. 31-Aug. 2: WriterCon, Minneapolis, MN. 
Guests include Martha Wells. Registration $76, with 
optional cocktail party an additional $13. http://
www.writercon.com/ 

Aug. 6-10: Anticipation, the 67th 
Worldcon, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. http://
www.anticipationsf.ca

Aug. 14-16: ArmadilloCon 31, Austin, TX. GoH 
Scott Lynch; Artist Stephan Martiniere; Editor 
Chris Roberson; Fan Karen Meschke; Toastmaster 
Scott A. Cupp; Special Guest Joan D. Vinge. 
Adult memberships $35 until March 29. http://
www.armadillocon.org

Aug. 14-16: San Japan, San Antonio Municipal 
Auditorium & Holiday Inn El Tropicano Riverwalk 
Hotel, San Antonio, TX. Advance (until 7/15) $35; at 
door $45. http://www.san-japan.org/

Aug. 28-30: Bubonicon 41, Sheraton Airport 
Hotel, Albuquerque, NM. GoH Michael Cassutt, 
Toastmistress Carrie Vaughn, Artist Guest Peri 
Charlifu. Memberships $30 through Feb. 7. http://
www.bubonicon.com

Sept. 18-20: FenCon VI, Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Addison, TX. Literary and filk con. GoH Lois 
McMaster Bujold, Music GoH Carla Ulbrich, 

Artist GoH Kurt Miller, Fen Guest Warren Buff, 
Toastmaster Paul Cornell, Special Guest Keith R.A. 
DeCandido. http://www.fencon.org/

Oct. 29-Nov. 1: World Fantasy Convention 2009, 
San Jose, CA. http://www.worldfantasy2009.org.

Dec. 4-6: SMOFcon 27. Hilton Garden Inn, Austin, 
TX. Memberships $60 until Nov. 1, 2009.  http://
alamo-sf.org/smofcon27/index.html

Book Groups
Monday, Mar. 2, 7-8PM: North Austin Reading 

Group (home of organizer; contact reading@fact.org 
for details). Watchmen by Alan Moore & Dave 
Gibbons.  
Wednesday, Mar. 11, 7 PM: Dark Forces Reading 

Group, Flightpath Coffee House, Beloved by Toni 
Morrison.

Monday, Mar. 16, 7 PM, Bookpeople: The 
Ludicrous Speed Book Group. The Man with the 
Golden Torc by Simon R. Green.

Tuesday, Mar. 17, 7-8PM: North Austin Reading 
Group (Austin Public Library, Milwood 
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Branch, 12500 Amherst). Gateway by Frederik 
Pohl. 

Wednesday, Mar. 18, 7-8 PM: South Austin 
Reading Group (Pleasant Hill Branch, Austin 
Public Library, 211 E. William Cannon Dr.). Good 
Omens by (Sir) Terry Pratchett and (recent Newbery 
winner) Neil Gaiman.
Thursday, Mar. 26, 7-8:30 PM, Barnes & Noble 

Arboretum Café, Science and Religion in Fiction 
Book Club (Center for Inquiry). Childhood’s End by 
Arthur C. Clarke.

Gaming
Saturdays, 12-8 PM, Great Hall Games: Austin 

Board Gamers meet at store for gaming.

Movies
IMAX Theater, Bob Bullock Texas State History 

Museum, Friday and Saturday nights in March (Mar. 
6-7, 13-14 & 20-21): Beowulf: The IMAX Experience. 

Social Events
Friday, Feb. 27, 7:30-10:30 PM, Ursa Major 

Party/Meet-Up, San Antonio. Call Lynn for 
directions and to confirm location: 210-218-2800. 
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/UrsaMajorSciFi

Writing
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7-10 PM: Slug Tribe, Hancock 

Rec Center (41st and Red River) in Activity Room #2
Alternate Wednesdays, 7-9 PM, Austin Creative 

Writers (Feb. 4, 18, 25). Borders Bookstore at Great 
Hills. Critique group (novels & short stories). For 
more information, go to groups.yahoo.com/group/
austincreativewriting.

Reading Group Reports
-- Submitted by A.T. Campbell, III

December 2: Kitty and the Midnight Hour by 
Carrie Vaughn

We had seventeen people, the largest attendance in 
years, for this discussion at A. T.’s house. Another 
reader submitted comments by email. Our topic was 
Kitty and the Midnight Hour, the first novel by Carrie 
Vaughn. The story is about Kitty, the host of a radio 
call-in show devoted to the supernatural, who herself 
is a werewolf. Fourteen of us started the book, and all 
finished it.

One person was initially dubious about this book, 
and only read it because the group had chosen it. 
He was surprised and delighted by it. He said it was 
better written than most first novels. He loved the 
story and enjoyed the characters, although he didn’t 

identify with anyone. He thought the depiction of 
werewolf pack dynamics was original and worthy of 
discussion. He said the story flowed, was well-paced, 
and nothing seemed forced. 

Another commented that she reads about one 
werewolf book a year, and this book was better than 
most. She was pleased at the omission of the “icky 
romance” elements that she’d feared. She thought the 
author had pulled off a good character arc for Kitty, 
and appreciated how Kitty stood up to dominant 
men.

We generally felt that the strongest parts of the 
book were the “on air” sequences.  The talk show 
format was convincing, and the author did a great job 
of conveying ideas and action almost entirely through 
dialog. Kitty’s interview of an author who wrote a 
book on the supernatural was particularly fun.

One reader thought the book was fast-paced fun, 
but wished the author had been bolder with the 
sexual element of the book.

One member of the group is a former college radio 
disc jockey. She felt the radio sequences were good, 
and completely related to the weird callers late at 
night. She thought the book was a good popcorn 
read. She felt the vampire element of the book was 
unnecessary, particularly since many other authors 
handle vampires better.

There were some negative comments. One person 
felt it had “first novel issues” and used too much 
of the writing approach of “tell, not show”. Another 
dismissed the book as “just another paranormal 
romance.” 

The most negative review came from one who 
reads a lot of paranormal romance and had lobbied 
heavily for us to read more such books. She felt the 
character development and plot were bad, and was 
disappointed and offended by the male characters 
who she felt were stereotypical and shallow.

Near the end, we talked about other vampire novels 
the group had read in the past. Roger Zelazny’s A 
Night in the Lonesome October featured an all-animal 
cast, including Larry Talbot, the werewolf from the 
classic Universal monster films. And Wen Spencer’s  
Alien Taste featured werewolf-like aliens.

Overall most of us were pleasantly pleased with 
Kitty and the Midnight Hour, and several of us plan to 
read more in the series. At the end of the meeting, we 
picked new books for the reading schedule.

FACT Board Meeting: January 2009
The monthly meeting of the board of directors for 

the Fandom Association of Central Texas was called 
to order on Saturday, 10 January by FACT Vice-
president Jonathan Miles at the Carver Branch of 
the Austin Public Library, 1161 Angelina St., Austin, 
Texas, at 1:15 p.m. Present in addition to the chair 
were Directors C. Dan Tolliver, Elizabeth Burton, 
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Jennifer Juday, A.T. Campbell III, Charles Siros, and 
FACT Registrar Eric Hollas.

The secretary presented the minutes of the 
December meeting. There being no additions or 
corrections, it was moved by Mr. Siros, seconded 
by Ms. Juday, that they be approved as presented. 
In the absence of objection, Mr. Miles declared the 
motion approved.

CORRESPONDENCE: Ms. Meschke having provided 
scanned copies of incoming mail, Mr. Campbell 
distributed the actual mail to those concerned.

OFFICER REPORTS
CHAIR
Brian Price reported via email that he attended the 

Christmas party and had tons of fun. 
A location for the monthly FACT gaming is in the 

air at this time.  After the December meeting, he was 
told Ninja Pirate would be closing on December 19th 
because the deal for new ownership fell through. 
On January 7th, he ran into the former owner (or 
so he thought) of Ninja Pirate, who told him they 
were still open as a gaming store only and that our 
having gaming night there should not be a problem.  
Mr. Price told him he would try to stop by over the 
weekend to check out the store and let him know if 
we would still like to meet there for gaming, and that 
he had postponed gaming by a week. Unfortunately, 
he suffered a relapse of an illness and was unable to 
follow up. He will do so as soon as health permits.

PRESIDENT
Ms. Meschke was not present to accept delivery of 

the documents promised by Mr. Tolliver, requesting 
he give them to Mr. Campbell.

She reported via email that she had attended 
another wonderful FACT White Elephant Christmas 
party, expressing thanks to the hosts for their 
hospitality.  She has also attended the North reading 
group this month and is looking forward to another 
year of FACT activities.

VICE-PRESIDENT
 Mr. Miles noted he had nothing specific to report.

TREASURER
Ms. Moul reported that as of 12/31/2008 

the account balances were: FACT: $16,314.75; 
ArmadilloCon: $3,676.14

Deposits outstanding: FACT $42.00; ArmadilloCon: 
$9.00.

Debits outstanding: FACT None; ArmadilloCon: 
$322.96.

Ms. Moul noted we have received a notice from 
the IRS that we need to file a 990 form for 2007 and 

requested anyone having information in regard to this 
contact her.

SECRETARY
Ms. Burton advised the meeting room at the Carver 

Library has been secured through the end of 2009, 
including the annual meeting, except for the month 
of August. In addition, the June meeting will need to 
be moved to the third Saturday.

REGISTRAR
Mr. Hollas reported active members numbered 58 

as of the end of December. Expired memberships 
numbered 25, an increase of 3, while inactive 
memberships numbered 73.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES MANAGER
Mr. Siros announced he and Mr. William Siros will 

host a Super Bowl party, to which everyone is invited.

HISTORIAN
As previously stated, Mr. Tolliver will return the 

copies of the FACT Sheet in his possession to Ms. 
Meschke, although he has not yet completed the 

©1997 by H.R. Van Dongen
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project for which they were obtained.

MIS
No report
PUBLICATIONS
Ms. Juday reported she is working on the January 

FACT Sheet so as to have it mailed by the necessary 
deadline for the annual meeting; the December 
edition went out the beginning of the year. She 
has also worked on ArmadilloCon 31 flyers for 
distribution at upcoming conventions.

QUARTERMASTER
Mr. Siros advised the storage company has changed 

insurance carriers, and provided the letter to that 
effect for the records.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
ArmadilloCon 30
We are still awaiting action on the outstanding 

payables.

ArmadilloCon 31
Ms. Juday advised Ms. Antell had approved her 

design for the convention flyer; Mr. Miles noted he 
had received a request from an author for a specific 
programming topic.

World Fantasy
It was moved by Mr. Siros, seconded by Mr. Tolliver 

that this item be considered closed and remove it 
from the agenda. There being no objection, Mr. Miles 
declared the motion approved.

Hotel Committee
Renee Babcock reported she had spoken with the 

sales rep, and the Doubletree can offer us a contract 
for 2010, but absolutely nothing beyond that point.  
In other words, no multi-year contract. They will not 
offer us access to the ballroom (either section) until 
6 p.m. on Friday.  Ms. Babcock explained to her the 
issues that would create for the dealer’s room and 
programming both. She advised she will leave it up 
to the board to decide if this would be a deal breaker. 
She added that they did say that if we signed a 
contract, they would re-evaluate 3-6 months out if 
we could get the ballroom earlier, but stated she is 
hesitant to sign a contract expecting to get in earlier 
when we may not.

Other aspects of the proposal that are pertinent: 
room rate would be $106, parking would be free. 
They’ve agreed to lower the room block for Friday 
and Saturday nights to 70 room nights—they tried to 
raise it up to 90. We would still need to pay function 
space rental unless we sold our room block, at which 
time they would discount the function space rental 

fee to basically waive it. Also, table rental would be 
$45 for the weekend per table.  Other concessions: 
they will offer 1 free room night per 50 sold, one 
upgrade to a suite, and one complimentary parlor 
room. There’s no mention in the proposal about 
staff rates, and I’m not sure if that’s still on the 
table or not—in the updated contract signed with 
the Doubletree last month, they gave us 12 as a 
concession.

Regardless of what the board decides, the 
committee plans to approach another hotel to see if 
we can get a better proposal. If so, this will may give 
us a better negotiating position with the Doubletree. 
However, she notes it may be in our best interest to 
end our relationship with the Doubletree.

Despite the apparent progress in the negotiations, 
concern was expressed regarding the fact it appears 
nothing has been accomplished over what was done 
two months ago. This violates the terms established 
by the board in October requiring significant progress 
be achieved and additional hotels be approached. The 
consensus was that the current committee had failed 
to meet their obligations, and that the committee 
would be reorganized with Mr. Charles Siros as chair. 
It was so moved by Ms. Burton, seconded by Mr. 
Tolliver, with the request that at least one member 
of the current committee be invited to serve. There 
being no objections, Mr. Miles declared the motion 
approved.

Bylaws Committee
 Mr. Siros reported the committee has met 

and made several decisions regarding changes 
in the bylaws. He presented copies of their 
recommendations, which are mainly procedural.

Membership Committee
 Ms. Burton advised she will seek to set up an 

online meeting with the ad hoc committee to see if a 
package of suggestions might be compiled to present 
at the annual meeting.

Reading Groups
The North Group has been meeting on schedule 

and had 17 at the December meeting where the next 
reading list was chosen. A new library meeting space 
has been obtained, and books chosen through June.

The South Group is moving to the third Wednesday, 
and will continue to meet at Pleasant Hills.

OLD BUSINESS
1. Signature Cards: Ms. Babcock requested 

information on the status of the signature cards for 
ArmadilloCon, as she cited the need for them to be 
signed by Ms. Burton and Ms. Moul. Ms. Burton 
pointed out that that had been done after the 
December meeting.
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NEW BUSINESS
1. FACT Seal: Mr. Siros advised that, on closer 

scrutiny, he has determined we don’t need one. 
However, should we decide to adopt one at some 
point, it has to follow specifications.

2. Listing of Active Committees: Mr. Siros noted 
that during the bylaws discussions the members 
of the committee realized they had no idea what 
committees exist and who’s on them, other than the 
convention oversight committee, which comprises 
anyone who has ever chaired as an ArmadilloCon 
chair, with W. Siros as chair. It was moved by Ms. 
Juday, seconded by Mr. Campbell, to disband all 
existing committees except those established and 
active under the current board. There being no 
opposition, Mr. Miles declared the motion approved. 
A list of official committees will be provided to the 
editor of the FACT Sheet for publication. Mr. Tolliver 
suggested all committees should develop a report on 
their progress to date for the February meeting.

3. Document Storage Protocols: Postponed till 
February.

There being no other business before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 

FACT Annual Meeting: 2008
The annual meeting of the Fandom Association 

of Central Texas was called to order by President 

William Siros at the Austin Recreation Center, 1301 
Shoal Creek Road, Austin, Texas, at 2:07 p.m. on 16 
March 2008. Present were C. Dan Tolliver, Elizabeth 
Burton, Kurt Baty, Kimm Antell, Marianne Moul, A. 
T. Campbell, III, Renee Babcock, Angela Price, Karen 
Meschke, Jessica Price, Jennifer Juday, Charles 
Siros, William Siros, Sara Cooper and Lynn Ward.

The secretary presented the minutes of the 
2007 annual meeting. There being no additions 
or corrections, and in the absence of objections or 
abstentions, Mr. Siros declared the minutes accepted 
by acclamation.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

OFFICER REPORTS

CHAIR
Mr. Price advised that serving as chairman was 

quite an interesting adventure; he didn’t realize 
when he accepted what the job entailed but said he 
hoped he had risen to the challenge. He noted the 
organiztion had some difficulties, with vital board 
members moving, but that he felt the board navigated 
them well. He noted he is once again running for 
board and hopes to serve again in one capacity or 
other.

PRESIDENT
Mr. Siros reported he felt he had not had a terribly 

productive year as president, adding that he had 

©1997 Tatiana V. Kein
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considered that it is rather unusual for a founder 
of an organization to remain a board member for 
the history of the organization. He noted that it 
was, however, a fairly good year for FACT, with a 
successful ArmadilloCon and various activities. He 
noted that gaming is robust, and the north reading 
group is generating new interest, including with some 
younger readers, which is important.

VICE-PRESIDENT
None

TREASURER
Ms. Moul’s report to the board of directors advised 

that as of 2/29/2008 the account balances were: 
ArmadilloCon: $2,694.63; FACT: $10,316.36; World 
Fantasy: $14,158.91.

ArmadilloCon deposits outstanding: $90.00, debits: 
none. FACT deposits outstanding: $107.00, debits: 
$324.58; World Fantasy deposits outstanding: none, 
debits: none.

Mr. Siros noted Ms. Moul started her job with 
an adventure trying to make sense of the previous 
treasurer’s methods. She advised she is in the 
process of converting over to QuickBooks and will 
look into new merchant account alternatives. Ms. 
Cooper suggested Ms. Moul look into the version 
of QuickBooks specifically designed for nonprofits. 
The current balances were declared read into 
minutes with no changes. Mr. Siros also commended 
Ms. Babcock for making money on the 2007 
ArmadilloCon.

SECRETARY
Ms. Burton advised she is working to develop 

procedures for the office that can be written down 
and passed on to provide continuity in the way the 
office is handled.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES MANAGER
Mr. Siros noted that FACT managed to have various 

parties in Austin despite the lack of an official 
events manager. Ms. Ward advised Ursa Major had 
succeeded in having monthly meetings and a regular 
social get-together. She noted they have also made 
connections with a San Antonio gaming and anime 
group and held two writers workshops.

REGISTRAR
Ms. Cooper reported that in spite of an extremely 

rocky start, she believes she and Ms. Juday have 
managed to iron out the convolutions of previous 
registrar and have a working base from which to 
proceed. She noted they want to streamline the 
procedure for keeping database up to date and create 
a procedures manual so the next registrar will have 
the necessary information. She added she would be 

delighted to continue as registrar.

HISTORIAN
Mr. Tolliver advised he has enjoyed being the 

historian again and hopes to continue. It was noted 
this was likely to be the case, as Mr. Tolliver currently 
has possession of most of the artifacts. Mr. Siros 
noted he found a box of program books going back 30 
years when moving his stock.

MIS
Ms. Antell reported that she has created a new 

website although she is not happy with it and 
will continue to work on it. She also set up an 
ArmadilloCon website and is struggling with Paypal.

PUBLICATIONS
Ms. Juday said a relatively regular FACT Sheet was 

published, although she missed one month because 
of the holidays. She said we still need to consider 
doing a directory, and that Pat Virzi has offered to 
assist. Ms. Antell said she would like to have it online 
and password protected as well as in printed form. 
Ms. Cooper noted the new membership form asks 
what information can be placed in the directory. Mr. 
Siros said the project sounds like good goal for the 
coming year.

QUARTERMASTER
Mr. C. Siros reported that the main achievement 

this year was modifying the lockers and equipment 
to facilitate shifting materials with greater ease 
and efficiency. Mr. W. Siros thanked Mr. Baty for 
seeing the modifications to the carts was done. Mr. 
Baty noted a wooden ramp had been made that fits 
the outdoor locker. However, it is still necessary to 
arrange for consolidation and end the extra expense.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
ArmadilloCon 29
Ms. Babcock said she was pleased the convention 

made a little money, which means the convention 
committee did what board wanted by making the 
convention self-supporting. All the guests showed 
up, about which she was pleased. Attendance was up 
from the previous year but that was to be expected. 
She noted she relied more heavily on her committee 
because of personal issues. Overall, she said, it was a 
good convention, and people had fun. She noted that 
people like the hotel, so she hopes we  might be able 
to work out some arrangement to continue there.

ArmadilloCon 30
Mr. Baty and Mr. C. Siros advised their guest line-

up is full, so they are proceeding apace. They feel 
it should be good convention and hope it will be. 



The FACT Sheet - Feb. 2009 - Page 14 The FACT Sheet - Feb. 2009 - Page 15

Memberships are coming in. Mr. Baty said they are 
going to try to do enough publicity to get more local 
attendees, which means they need to catch some 
media. He added that we have a two-year contract 
with hotel.

World Fantasy Convention
Ms. Babcock reiterated the report given to the 

board—the account can be closed as soon as all 
outstanding checks have cleared.

Reading Group
Mr. Campbell advised that at the beginning of last 

year the group averaged about 9 people; however, 
membership has been growing and they now average 
about 14 since December 2007. Some new people 
have become regulars; some are younger, some not. 
Reports have been submitted to the FACT Sheet. He 
pointed out that there is a need to make it clearer 
on the website that there are two groups, as people 
are confused. Ms. Antell wondered if it should have 
separate page, and Ms. Burton agreed that would 
help. Mr. W. Siros reported the south group has 
been averaging two attendees. Ms. Burton said more 
outreach is needed and advised that as soon as it’s 
determined what the next few titles will be she will 
create a poster to be displayed on the check-out desk.

Convention Oversight Committee
Mr. W. Siros noted there had been no need for the 

committee to meet, which is always excellent.

Bylaws Committee
Mr. Siros advised he would encourage the bylaws 

committee to work out a standing rules list to 
differentiate between what’s required by bylaws and 
what is simple procedure. Mr. C. Siros said they’re 
working on it.

OLD BUSINESS
1. Stepp Donation: Mr. W. Siros noted that 

the collection had been auctioned off at the last 
ArmadilloCon.

OTHER BUSINESS
Ms. Babcock expressed concern that we’ve lost 

about 35% of our membership this year, which 
an organization of our size can’t afford. The new 
board, she said, needs to take a serious look at the 
membership and how it can be maintained. Ms. 
Juday said that ArmadilloCon and FACT need to 
consider adding a FACT information area to the 
convention registration table rather than only having 
it in the dealer’s room. Mr. W. Siros noted lack of 
communication was a major issue. Ms. Babcock 
added that the effort of getting the database in order 
was a Herculean task and commended those engaged 
in the project.

Ms. Burton noted that procedures for all offices 
need to be firmly established and rendered in 
written form to provide subsequent office holders 
with methods, a goal that has been outstanding for 
several years but difficult to achieve because there 
were to this point no established procedures in some 
cases.

There being no other business before the board, 
the meeting was adjourned for the ballot at 2:46 
p.m. and reconvened at 2:55 p.m. Mr. Siros advised 
the initiative to adopt the new corporate business 
statutes early had passed unanimously. He then 
announced the 2008-2009 board of directors 
would consist of Kurt Baty, Elizabeth Burton, A. T. 
Campbell III, Jennifer Juday, Brian Price, Charles 
Siros and C. Dan Tolliver.

There being no other business to be brought before 
the membership and in the absence of objections, 
Mr. Siros declared the annual meeting adjourned at 
2:56 p.m.
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FACT NEEDS YOUR VOTE!
Please attend the Annual Meeting on
Saturday, March 14, 
OR
mail in your vote!

February Birthdays
2 - Selina Rosen
5 - William Burroughs
7 - Karen Joy Fowler, Steven Gould
8 - Jules Verne, Brian Price (FACT member)
9 - Frank Frazetta, Ben Yalow (FACT member & 
editor)
11 - Jane Yolen
12 - Terry Bisson
13 - Maureen McHugh
14 - Gwyneth Jones
15 - Galileo Galilei, Jo Clayton
16 - Rusty Hevelin
17 - Andre Norton
19 - Kimm Carillo (FACT member), Terry Carr,
        Laurell K. Hamilton
20 - Diana L. Paxson
22 - Edward Gorey, Joanna Russ
26 - Theodore Sturgeon
27 - Stephen Leigh
29 - Patricia McKilip, Tim Powers


