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ARMADILLOCON 30 REPORTS
The dust has settled. The wrap-up meeting was held 

on August 31. Afterwards, A.T. Campbell noted, “This 
year’s con overall went quite well. Total attendance 
was 455, and we had more younger attendees, 
more non-US attendees, and more first-time visitors 
than usual. Media coverage of the con in the Austin 
Chronicle and Austin American-Statesman [was] no 
doubt a factor in the increased attendance.”

If you missed the articles, be sure to go see them. 
The ArmadilloCon 31 team will have to work to get 
as much local publicity, though perhaps we can get 
the Statesman to run a report in the Saturday paper 
rather than the Sunday issue, so that readers still 
have a shot at attending most of the con. You can 
find the articles at tinyurl.com/698x5q (Chronicle 
story) and tinyurl.com/6z5var (Statesman story).

Guest of Honor John Scalzi said, “ArmadilloCon 
was a whole lot of fun, and I’m really glad I went, and 
I would definitely recommend it to any of you who are 
looking for a relaxed convention to meet some of your 
favorite writers. It was my first time in Texas, and 
based on how much I enjoyed myself, it won’t be the 
last.” (For details see scalzi.com/whatever/?p=1416).

Toastmaster Bill Crider said, “All in all, it was a 
great weekend. Thanks to all the ArmadilloCon folks 
for making it so.” (See his blog, Bill Crider’s Pop 
Culture Magazine, for details: tinyurl.com/6lfqaj).

Here are some highlights from ArmadilloCon 30 
from FACT members that attended.

ArmadilloCon 30 Report
Submitted by A.T. Campbell, III
This was my 21st consecutive ArmadilloCon. John 

Gibbons and I were in charge of programming for the 
convention, so I was busy part of the time helping the 
convention run smoothly.

On Friday I joined an ArmadilloCon-associated 
pizza lunch, then headed off to the con. I saw and 
visited with several people I hadn’t seen in a while, 
then headed to the “Welcome to ArmadilloCon” panel. 

I was pleased to see there a member of the FACT 
North Reading Group that had never been to a con 
before. Special Guest Gay Haldeman moderated, 
and on the panel was Rusty Hevelin, who’s been 
doing “Welcome to a Con” panels with Gay for years. 
They did a good job explaining the basics of a con to 
newcomers. The panel was filled out by ArmadilloCon 
veterans, who provided details specific to our con 
and suggested the must-see programming events and 
activities. A couple of the panelists brought food and 
drink to share with the audience, and Special Guest 
Joe Haldeman happily handed them out.

After the panel I handled a few issues (two last-
minute participant cancellations, a couple of 
panelists didn’t show up to their programming, 
helping out someone with his computer) and then 
visited the dealers’ room for a while. I renewed a few 
more acquaintances and then met artist Kendall 
Hart, at his first ArmadilloCon. He had just started 
working on a sculpture of a Texan armadillo, which 
he intended to finish during the weekend and 
give away on Sunday. I thought it was a cool idea, 
and so did the many con members who watched 
him work. One person referred to his project as a 
“live screensaver”. Many people signed up for the 
sculpture drawing giveaway.

Later I went to the Opening Ceremony, where 
Toastmaster Bill Crider excelled. His delivery 
and tone were funny and authoritative, perfect 

xxFACT EVENTS THIS MONTH

Thursday, Sept. 11, 7-8 PM: South Austin 
Reading Group (Pleasant Hill Branch, Austin 
Public Library, 211 E. William Cannon Dr.).

Saturday, Sept. 13, 1-3 PM: Board Meeting 
(Carver Branch, Austin Public Library, 1161 
Angelina St). Note new date and time!

Saturday, Sept. 13, 5 PM (starts early this time): 
Adult Gaming (the Scarbrough house; contact 
tbrianp@sbcglobal.net for details). 

Monday, Sept. 15, 7-8 PM: North Austin Reading 
Group. (North Village Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 2139 W. Anderson Ln) The Last Dragon by 
J.M. McDermott. Optional dinner follows.

Thursday, Sept. 25, 7-8 PM: South Austin 
Reading Group (Pleasant Hill Branch, Austin 
Public Library, 211 E. William Cannon Dr.). Blade 
Runner/Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by 
Philip K. Dick.

Monday, Oct. 6, 7-8 PM: North Austin Reading 
Group. (North Village Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 2139 W. Anderson Ln) The Complete 
Roderick by John Sladek. Optional dinner follows.

IS IT TIME TO RENEW 
YOUR FACT MEMBERSHIP?

Please be sure to keep your 
membership up to date!

Go to www.fact.org and pay online or 
print out the form and then mail a 

check.

Just $21 for a one year membership! continued on page 4
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for a toastmaster. He’d prepared an elaborate 
slide presentation with lots of pictures, and these 
enhanced his introductions of each major guest. 
One of the highlights was a picture of an early Joe 
Haldeman novel, written under a pseudonym, that 
had Joe and Gay cringing. 

Next, the “Meet the Pros” party featured cake, 
an acknowledgement of the 30th anniversary of 
ArmadilloCon.

I had a nice dinner at Pappadeux’s with a small 
group. Afterward, I poked my head in a few panels 
but didn’t stay for long. I went to the 6th floor to 
explore the parties. ApolloCon was the only party that 
night, so I enjoyed visiting there with several friends 
from Houston. 

On Saturday morning I made it to the con in time 
for Kim Kofmel’s reading. Her story was a retelling of 
a fairy tale, done so well that it took a while for the 
audience to catch on. I’m looking forward to seeing it 
in print.

I noticed that local Big Name Writer Elizabeth 
Moon, whose attendance at the con had been 
doubtful, checked in on Saturday morning. I and one 
of the co-chairs spoke with her, and she graciously 
agreed to join the program schedule. We gave her a 
reading and added her to the Forever Wars panel. 
As I wrote her name on the changes board, several 
passers-by were clearly pleased.

Afterward I visited with several people, picked up 
a few autographs, shopped in the dealers’ room, 
and then had lunch with a couple of friends at 
Pappasito’s. I poked my head into a few panels briefly 
and solved a couple of minor programming issues, 
including replacing a panel moderator who’d lost her 
voice.

I enjoyed Fannish Feud, ArmadilloCon’s annual 
game show event. Bill Crider did a fine job as 
host, striking the right tone. Fannish Feud guru 
Eric Hollas did a great job conducting the poll and 
constructing an elaborate computerized interface for 
revealing the answers. Renee Babcock was fine as 
“Vanna,” revealing the answers and keeping score. 
The audience had a lot of fun, particularly when 
some of the poll’s answers were “wrong.” Several of 
those polled thought that Steven Spielberg directed 
Star Wars, and others thought that A Beautiful Mind 
was a work of science fiction.

I visited the ArmadilloCon art show, organized 
wonderfully as usual by Scott Zrubek. Shortly 
thereafter I headed home for a bit to spend some 
time with my dog. I returned in time to join a 
group for dinner at Eaves Quality Seafood. The 
group was mostly members of my regular Saturday 
Dining Conspiracy, many of whom were attending 

ArmadilloCon.
I returned to the con, did more visiting, and poked 

my head into a few more panels. The only panel I saw 
in its entirety was “Lovecraft and His Legacy.” It was 
a good panel but not entirely successful. We on the 
programming team had guessed on which panelists 
might be big Lovecraft fans; we’d mostly guessed 
correctly but goofed on two: a horror writer and a 
big Robert E. Howard fan, neither of whom seemed 
to  have read much of nor enjoyed Lovecraft. I really 
wished they’d told us in advance, so that they could 
have been replaced . The panel generally worked 
because of the panelists we’d gotten right, and also 
due to an enthusiastic and knowledgeable audience. 
The star of the panel was William Browning Spencer, 
who knew a lot and was hilarious. He even brought 
and read a recent poem he’d written, sort of a 
pastiche of both Lovecraft and T. S. Eliot. The crowd 
was appreciative.

Afterward I visited several parties, including 
ApolloCon, FenCon, the Reno bid, and ConDFW. They 
were all good, and had their own special charms. 
ConDFW’s party had an amazing visual effect to draw 
people in the door. 

On Sunday morning I had breakfast with some 
fellow con-goers at IHOP, then got back to the con in 
time to hear the wonderful readings by Martha Wells 
and William Browning Spencer. I stood in a long line 
to get GoH John Scalzi’s autograph.

At 2 PM, the FACT North Reading Group met at the 
convention. We discussed The Automatic Detective, a 
robot mystery novel written by A. Lee Martinez, one of 
the authors attending the con. We had about a dozen 
attendees, including one visitor from Dallas who 
turned out to be a friend of the author.  We liked the 
book quite a bit, and were delighted when Martinez 
dropped by near the end of the meeting to say hello 
and answer a few of our questions.

Afterward I did a little more visiting, said goodbye 
to a few leaving early, made final purchases in the 
dealers’ room, and then went to the Closing Reading. 
Howard Waldrop regularly closes our con, but he was 
unable to attend this year due to health problems. 
We wanted Howard to be involved, so Bradley 
Denton arranged a group of Howard’s writer friends 
to take turns reading a classic Waldrop story, “The 
Ugly Chickens”, and Howard himself read the last 

VIR: I thought the purpose of filing these reports was to 
provide accurate intelligence.
LONDO: Vir, intelligence has nothing to do with politics.

-- J. Michael Straczynski, “Point of No Return,” episode of 
Babylon 5

continued from page 2
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few paragraphs over a phone.  My friend Andrew 
Wimsatt, an engineer/musician/techie, provided 
tech support and equipment to facilitate Howard’s 
participation. The audience enjoyed the event, with 
much applause at the conclusion.

After the reading we adjourned to a nice large 
dinner at The County Line on the Lake. I made a brief 
appearance at the Dead Dog party.

ArmadilloCon 30 was a fine convention, full of 
energy and people having fun. Several people noted 
a younger-than-usual crowd, which was a pleasant 
change. Kudos to con chairs Kurt Baty and Charles 
Siros, plus the rest of the committee, for a successful 
con.

“Living With A Creator” Panel
Submitted by Elze Hamilton
“Living With A Creator” panelists consisted of five 

spouses of creators (writers and artists): three women 
and two men. While this may not have been intended, 
the panel provided material for observations as to 
how an experience of living with a creator differed 
along gender lines. Take housework. One writer’s 
husband said one of the perks of living with a 
professional writer is that he never has to lift a finger 
around the house. He never needs to rush home to 
feed the dog, does not have to take time off to wait 
for a plumber, and hardly knows how to operate 
a washing machine! It’s all his wife’s job because 
she has the flexibility of being at home whenever 
needed. It was apparent that not all spouses viewed 
it the same way, though. One artist’s spouse said 
her husband’s cleaning is a sign that he is in the 
incubation phase of a new work. When he’s thinking 
about his next project, but hasn’t started it yet, that’s 
when he cleans -- as a way to procrastinate a little 
before plunging into work.

A big part of the panel revolved around the more 
mundane aspects of writers and artists jobs, which 
are not much different from those of any self-
employed person. These included the panic attacks 
that set in when you find out you’ve miscalculated 

the taxes you owe by $8000, and the compromises 
necessary to balance the interactions between a 
spouse that works alone all day, and the one that 
comes home in the evening fried from their job. 
What about the more esoteric aspects of a life with a 
creative... for example, artists’ notorious moodiness? 
Well, one panelist put it this way, “Living with a 
woman who’s writing a book is like living with a 
woman who’s just had a baby, and all her attention 
goes to it; so you have to learn to take a second seat.”

What are the upsides of living with a creative 
professional? You do get to go to exclusive parties 
at conventions. However, not all spouses enjoyed 
convention going, and some found SFWA parties 
boring, though it turned out to be worthwhile for 
some when they unexpectedly ran into a Very 
Important Person they’ve always dreamed of meeting.

In a more extreme case, Gay Haldeman recalled 
someone saying, “I’m thinking of stealing your 
Rolodex,” because there were all those famous people 
from Stephen King to George Lucas in it. “Oh, are 
they?” Gay replied. She hardly realized she had those 
names in her Rolodex!

A less tangible perk of living with a writer or artist 
is that your kids (if you have them) often venture 
into creative professions too -- if only because they 
don’t know any other way of life. In addition, they 
may develop other kinds of creativity, such as finding 
ingenious ways to talk back to grown-ups. David Lee 
Anderson’s wife said their son never put his name 
on his homework, even though that was required in 
school. When asked why he didn’t do that, he said, 
“Mom, you sign a painting when it’s finished. “He 
never finished his homework,” David Lee added.

Getting the Biology Right: John Moore, Kimberly 
Frost, Kelly Persons

Photo by Elze Hamilton.

Getting the Biology Right in SF
Submitted by Elze Hamilton
On “Getting the Biology Right in SF” the panelists 

skewered writers for common biology-related 
blunders we see in books and movies. The aspects 
of biology covered in this panel ranged from human 

Living with a Creator: Gay Haldeman (wife of Joe), 
Caroline Anderson (wife of David Lee), and Karen 
Lansdale (wife of Joe). 

Photo by Elze Hamilton.
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anatomy and physiology to ecology. As an emergency 
room physician, Kimberly Frost was uniquely 
qualified to educate writers on what kind of injuries a 
protagonist could sustain and still survive. One of the 
highlights of the panel was her showing the audience 
how far her blood would spurt if the arteries in 
various places of her body were cut. Later Paige 
Roberts got into an animated argument with John 
Moore as to whether the difference between your 
and opponent’s body mass is a deciding factor in 
winning a fight. John Moore argued that it is. Paige, 
who’s done martial arts, thought that other factors 
matter more. She said she would have little difficulty 
throwing a tall, muscular guy across the room, but 
would find it impossible to do the same to a short 
person with a low center of gravity.

On the ecology front, one the most interesting 
observations was the one Kelly Persons made about 
Frank Herbert’s Dune. Dune is often praised for 
its ecological theme, but the problem with Dune is 
that it doesn’t have any ecology. “It’s a planet with 
one species on it. There’s no energy input into the 
Dune world,” Kelly said. It takes a lot of energy to 
power a worm that’s as big as a locomotive to move 
underground. “What did worms eat? And where does 
the oxygen come from, given that it’s a desert planet,” 
John Moore asked.

John Scalzi’s Guest of Honor Interview
Submitted by Elze Hamilton
John Scalzi’s interview took a different format than 

the usual Guest of Honor interview. There was no 
interviewer. Scalzi paced back and forth, shooting 
the breeze with the audience. He probably didn’t say 
anything one wouldn’t find on his blog. It’s how he 
said those things that made him so entertaining. He 
acted out various stories from his life as little skits. 
For example, he said, after you win a Hugo, you 
get only a week to be flaunt it -- and he did a skit 
of a person who mentions his Hugo award in every 
other sentence. After a week is over, he said, you’re 
supposed to be blase about it -- “Yeah, I won a Hugo, 
it’s no big deal.”

Then there was a rich vein of humor in his 
attempts to find out what it’s like to be a 16-year-
old girl. He had to do that in order to get the Zoe’s 
Tale protagonist’s voice right. “Hard as it may be 
to believe, I’ve never been a 16-year-old girl,” Scalzi 
said. He also never understood girls in high school. 
“You can ask people I went to high school with. 
They’ll say, ‘No, John. Noooo.’” So what were his 
options? Hang out with teenage girls at the mall? He 
illustrated this dilemma with another skit, that began 
with his sidling up to a girl in the mall, and ended 
with a restraining order. 

The interview continued in this spirit. As far as 
creating Zoe’s character, his wife turned out to be 

his greatest resource. After all, she was a 16-year-
old girl once. It took a lot of tries to get Zoe right, 
but eventually he succeeded, and became proud of 
Zoe as one of the finest characters he ever created. 
He also told this story at the writers’ workshop to 
illustrate his point that writers should venture out 
into unfamiliar territory and not be afraid to fail. In 
Scalzi-speak that’s called “the power of suck”. 

Finally, here is one unexpected tidbit John Scalzi 
revealed about himself: he can’t read out loud from 
Sagan Diary without crying. At one time at a con he 
had Mary Robinette Kowal read it, and he cried while 
she read it.

Worldbuilding Panel
Submitted by Elze Hamilton
Steven Brust, overheard at Worldbuilding panel: 

“When I’m writing a series, I’m writing fanfic.” He 
explained that in his first book he created a world he 
can’t get away from. So by now his own fiction has 
become fanfic.

Campfire Stories
Submitted by Elze Hamilton
Joe Haldeman and Joe R. Lansdale told several 

good stories at the Campfire Stories panel, which 
took place on Saturday night in a darkened room. 

John Scalzi’s Guest of Honor Interview.
Photo by Elze Hamilton.
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The four panelists were seated around a beautiful 
fake campfire.

A Story from Joe Haldeman
One day Joe Haldeman was riding his bicycle home 

from a grocery store in his neighborhood in Florida. (I 
did not quite understand whether his neighborhood 
was in a “good” or “bad” part of town.) In these most 
mundane of circumstances (oh, and yay Joe for using 
a non-polluting form of transportation!), he got shot 
by a man in a passing car. The car sped away. The 
shot wounded him in the butt, but the wound wasn’t 
very serious. He managed to bike home, then had 
his wife take him to the emergency room. The X-ray 
showed constellations of old schrapnel wounds. 

“Dude, which one is new,” the technicians asked 
Haldeman.  They couldn’t tell, and neither could he. 

Thinking the wound wasn’t serious, he declined 
surgery. He was afraid of surgeons more than of 
getting shot. 

“Dude, you don’t know where that bullet is now! It 
went into your butt. By this time it can be in your 
brain!”

Once they figured out which of the multiple wounds 
showing up on the X-ray was the new one -- it looked 
round from several different angles -- the surgeon 
agreed it was better not to operate, since he would 
have to cut so deep into the flesh it would cause more 
harm than good. “But if you leave the bullet alone,” 
he gestured to the X-ray, “what’s one more spot to a 
leopard?”

A Story from Joe R. Lansdale
Joe Lansdale’s first experience with violence 

happened when he was five years old. He had a little 
dog with whom he bonded very deeply. They were like 
brothers, going everywhere together, and eating out 
of each other’s dishes. A neighbor once saw Joe’s dog 
digging in his flower bed, so he whacked the dog in 
the head with a pipe, grabbed him by hind legs and 
tossed him in a ditch -- all while Joe was watching. 
Devastated, the boy went home and told his mother, 
who then went out, found a phone (they didn’t have 
one at home) and called Joe’s father. The father came 
home and headed straight to the neighbor’s house. 
When the neighbor answered a knock on the door, 
Joe’s father said nothing, just hit the guy really hard 
in the face. When the guy collapsed, the father took 
him by the ankles and swung him across the flower 
bed until the flower bed was completely flat. Then he 
tossed the guy in the ditch. His method of revenge 
was ironic, Joe said, because Joe had not told him 
that this was exactly what the guy did to the dog.

Surprisingly, the dog survived and lived until Joe 
was 17 years old. The neighbor survived too, but 
moved shortly afterwards. Back then people weren’t 
so eager to sue as they are now, Joe said. In fact, the 

neighbor would have been mortified to let the public 
know he had the hell beaten out of him. So he moved.

Joe Lansdale talked at length about his father, 
adding details that puts this story in context. His 
father was a carnival wrestler and boxer. He could 
bend coins with his bare hands. He could squeeze 
an apple with his hand to a pulp. People who tried 
to take advantage of him did not try to do it twice. 
One time, when he worked as an auto mechanic, a 
guy tried to take his car back without paying for the 
work; Joe’s father knocked the guy out so badly, the 
guy forgot he had a car to begin with. Joe told of a 
few more episodes of his father solving conflicts with 
his fists, scaring poor Joe to death, and making even 
the local cops fear him. The only person Joe’s father 
was scared of was Joe’s mother.

Bill Crider Chimed In
After Haldeman and Lansdale spun their yarns, 

there was a moment of silence, until Bill Crider 

Kendall Hart’s Armadillo Sculpture

Kendall worked on this piece throughout 
ArmadilloCon 30 at a table in the Dealers’ Room. The 
sculpture was given away in a free raffle. 

Henry Melton won it. Kendall will present the 
finished piece to him at Archon.

continued on page 8
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said, “I once stepped on a gum.” He and Scott Cupp 
seemed a little embarrassed they did not have 
anything to top the tall tales told by Haldeman and 
Lansdale. 

Mr. Crider commented on this panel his blog, 
saying “Compared to those two, Scott [Cupp] and 
I have led dull, boring, sheltered lives. (I don’t 
know about Scott, but I’ve lived a dull, boring, and 
sheltered life compared to pretty much anybody.) At 
any rate, Scott and I had a word or two to say, but 
mainly we were fascinated, like the crowd, by the two 
Joes.”

What I Should Have Read
Submitted by Elze Hamilton
“The Year is Half Over: What I Should Have Read” 

is a traditional panel at ArmadilloCon at which avid 
and discriminating readers recommend recent must-
read books in FSF. The panelists are an assortment 
of writers, editors and booksellers. 

Rick Klaw recommended Somnambulist by 
Jonathan Barnes. It’s a late Victorian era / 
Edwardian novel about a magician. “It’s the oddest 
novel you’ll read this year, or perhaps any other 
year,” said Klaw. “The ending is a little weak, but 
by that time you don’t care.” He also recommended 
two anthologies edited by Ann and Jeff Vandermeer: 
Best American Fantasy and The New Weird. They 
also have a collection named Steampunk. When you 
finish reading it, you’ll have an idea exactly what 
steampunk is.

Rusty Hevelin recommended reprints of Robert 
Heinlein, and Jack Williamson, who’s still as good as 
when he started selling in the 1920s.

Sheila Williams didn’t recommend any specific novel 
or story collection, but mentioned a few new authors 
she likes very much. One was Ted Kosmatka, whose 
story “Divining Light” came out in a recent issue of 
Asimov’s and got many fan letters from engineers 
and scientists, all wanting to perform the double 
slit experiment described in the story. Williams 
also recommended Felicity Shoulders, whose story 
“Burgerdroid” was in the June, 2008, issue of 
Asimov’s. Williams also mentioned recent stories by 
Elizabeth Bear (“Shoggoths in Bloom,” March, 2008), 
Stephen Baxter (“The Ice War,” September, 2008) and 
Nancy Kress (not sure what story; perhaps “Fountain 
of Age,” which won a Nebula and was nominated for a 
Hugo).

Willie Siros had his list of this year’s must-read 
books:

Science Fiction:
- Charles Stross, Saturn’s Children: His take on the 

later Heinlein. If Heinlein hadn’t gone crazy and was 
still writing well.

- Iain Banks, Matter: A new Culture novel. 
Incredibly fascinating far future.

- Greg Egan, Incandescence: Greg Egan is probably 
the most out there hard SF writer there is. He keeps 
up with the cutting edge of mathematics.

- Greg Bear, City At The End Of Time
- Melissa Snodgrass, Edge of Reason
- John Scalzi, Zoe’s Tale
- Joe Haldeman, Marsbound
- Chris Roberson, The Dragon’s Nine Sons (Roberson 

will be the Editor Guest at ArmadilloCon 31, another 
good reason to put this on your reading list.)

- Cory Doctorow, Little Brother
- Peter Hamilton, Temporal Void: Finishes current 

duology.
- Richard Morgan, Steel Remains: A very bizarre far 

future world.
- Alistair Reynolds, House of Suns: New space 

opera.
- Neal Stephenson, Anathem
Fantasy:
- Thomas Disch, Word of God: In this novel Thomas 

Disch reveals that he’s God, and that his opponent 
is Phillip K. Dick, which he’s been fighting for all 
eternity.

- Ursula K LeGuin, Lavinia
- Terry Pratchett, Nation
- Diana Wynne Jones, House of Many Ways: A 

sequel to Howl’s Moving Castle. Willie thinks D.W. 
Jones is the one who God should have tapped on the 
shoulder, saying, hey, I’m gonna give you millions,  
instead of J.K. Rowling.

- Naomi Novik, Victory of Eagles
- Adam Roberts, Swiftly: Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s 

Travels turn out to be real.
- Jeffrey Ford, Shadow Year
- James Morrow, Philosopher’s Apprentice
- Gene Wolfe, Evil Guest
- Joe Abercrombie, Last Argument of Kings
- J. M. McDermott, Last Dragon (This is the next 

FACT North Reading Group selection.)
- Matt Hughes, Hespira
- Tim Scott, Love In The Time Of Fridges: Surreal. 

Too absurd to try to explain in 2 sentences.
- Sean McMullen, Time Engine
- Steve Erickson, Toll The Hounds
In addition to all this, Willie mentioned Go-Go Girls 

of the Apocalypse by Victor Gischler. I’m not sure 
which category it falls into.

ArmadilloCon 30 Writers’ Workshop
Submitted by Jennifer Juday
Stina Leicht did a great job organizing the 2008 

continued from page 7
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Writers’ Workshop. The morning session was held 
with all instructors and students in one room. The 
instructors included Matthew Bey, Jayme Lynn 
Blaschke, Kimberly Frost, Julie Kenner, Phoebe 
Kitanidis, Chris Roberson, Melissa Tyler, Thomas 
M. Wagner, Martha Wells, Don Webb and Sheila 
Williams.

Topics were: introductions; a panel discussion 
of mistakes; a writing game led by Don Webb; and 
a discussion of agents led by Phoebe Kitandis, 
which included the chance to write a pitch and get 
reactions. Don Webb led a writing game that was 
both instructive and fun. 

The workshop closed with a few words form 
Guest of Honor John Scalzi on “The Power of Suck” 
for writers. He started by saying, “Give yourself 
permission to suck,” and then hit key three points 
about sucking:

1. Levels of suck. The first level is where monkeys 
suck more than you do. Next there is the level where 
you suck but are interesting. Finally there will come 
a day when you say, “My God, this does not actually 
suck.”

2. Embracing the suck liberates you. Many people 
start by trying to tell the most important story they 
have within themselves. Scalzi started on a novel 
because he was about to go to his 10th high school 
reunion, and didn’t want to say he had done nothing 
about writing. He started writing a story that he 
planned never to sell, so he was free to learn. He had 
a ball writing it. It helped that he picked a subject he 
didn’t care about.

3. If you only do what you know you are good at, 
if you only stay in your comfort zone, you will never 
get better. On each of his novels, he puts something 
in that allows him to suck magnificently. For his 
most recent novel, Zoe’s Tale, the element was the 
narrator being a 16 year old girl. He obviously has no 
experience being a 16 year old girl. After he finished 
his first draft of chapter 1, he proudly sent it off to 
Campbell Award winner Mary Robinette Kowal. He 
asked her, “Isn’t this great?” She sent it back saying 
something along the line of, “Well, not so much.” He 
thought there must be a mistake, so he showed it to 
his wife. She assured him that it did indeed suck. 
Obviously he worked on the book, and it got better. 
His work must have paid off because Ms. Kowal noted 
on her August 8 blog entry that she “amused [herself] 
by reading Zoe’s Tale… [it is] a darn good book.”

ArmadilloCon 30 Highlights
Submitted by Jennifer Juday
Reading by Elizabeth Moon. She read a selection 

from the Vatta’s War universe that was interesting 
and funny. Afterwards she talked about the writing 
life, including how she carved out time while home 
schooling her autistic son using a kitchen timer. She 

started him with 5-minute increments. He quickly got 
to where he could go for 15, at which point she could 
actually get writing done (SF rather than fantasy, as 
it takes her longer to get into a fantasy world). She 
also told stories about writing as a child, including a 
boy from 5th grade (with a great name that escapes 
me), with whom she collaborated on a an adventure 
novel. She liked horses and mountains, while he 
liked jungles and rivers, so each chapter started with 
the writer finding a way to get back to their setting of 
choice. She also talked about training with a sword 
for her new fantasy novel, and about the capacity for 
violence.

Reading by Alexis Glynn Latner. Latner fans were 
delighted that she was able to get to Austin in time 
to participate, though she missed events scheduled 
on Friday and on Saturday morning. She read a 
piece from her dark fantasy western romance. It was 
delightful. She says that her agent likes the idea and 
has lit a fire under her about getting it done. I am 
delighted to hear this, as I so enjoyed what I heard.

Reading by Scott Cupp. What a talented writer and 
what a great reader. He read “Bois D’Arc, Texas,” 
from a 1992 anthology for the Horror Writers of 
America. The story was great, and Mr. Cupp is a 
fabulous reader. He has posted some stories online, 
and I plan to read more of them. I’ll also be looking 
for some of his out-of-print material. About this story, 
Cupp said that he originally submitted a somehow 
tamer version of the story, and that the editor sent it 
back for rewrites, asking him to channel Lansdale. I 
could see the connection, and the final version was 
lots of fun.

Reading by Stina Leicht. She read from a fantasy 
novel partly set in 1970s Ireland and partly here. 
What she read was about a young Irishman who 
had recently been released from prison. One of the 
people he spoke to was a very down-to-earth young 
priest, a very appealing character. His mother was 
also very appealing. Everyone in the audience seemed 
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interested, including Scott Cupp. I enjoyed it and 
hope to read a finished work someday!

Met Joe R. Lansdale in the Dealers’ Room. Got to 
tell him I enjoy his writing. I bought a copy of The 
Bottoms from him. Later, in the con suite, I also got 
to chat briefly with his wife, who said they had made 
a family trip of it and were having a good time. After 
speaking to Mr. Lansdale, I made the rounds in the 
Dealers’ Room. There was a fun selection of vendors, 
and I went home weighed down with a number of new 
books. 

Reading by C.J. Mills. She read an unpublished and 
asked for feedback. It was an epistolary story, and is 
still in process. It was interesting to hear the story 
and hear people making comments on what worked 
and what did not work for them. Another writer I’ll 
look to hear more from.

Reading by S. Andrew Swann. He read “Fealty” from 
Places to Be, People to Kill. It was a gripping and vivid. 

Met Artist Kendall R. Hart in the Dealers’ Room. He 
spent much of the weekend working on a statue of 
an armadillo with a ray gun. It is going to be great. 
I signed up for the raffle and was disappointed to 
hear I had not won. He is just such a charming little 
fellow.

How to Sell A Story to Asimov’s
I caught the last half of this panel. Comments from 

Ms. Williams:
1. No more exploding spaceships in the first 

paragraph. She’s really tired of that, even if she did 
say she wanted excitement, and what is more exciting 
than an exploding spaceship

2. She reads the cover letters. If you have an 
interesting job, such as emergency room nurse, 
which you draw on for the story, she’ll be interested 
to hear that.

3. She reads the stories a week or so after reading 
cover letters, and has generally forgotten who went 
with what story. The story sells itself entirely on its 
own merits. Send a good one.

Fanzines Panel
I was on this one panel. Other more distinguished 

panelists included: Mark Finn, Bill Crider, Teddy 
Harvia, Janice Gelb, Rusty Hevelin. 

Mr. Hevelin has over 60 years of experience with 
fanzines, which was fun to hear about. He found 
fandom, conventions and fanzines all in a two to 
three month period in 1941. He hitchhiked from 
California to Denver to attend the first Denvention. 
He was asked to write a report on the con for a 
fanzine, and did so. Audience member Gay Haldeman 
has read the original copy he has at his home. 
She mentioned her desire to do so one day, and 
he handed it to her. Amateur Press Associations 
(APAs) were discussed at length. His ability to find 

it generated awe and laughter. In discussing the 
possible frequency of fanzines and APAs, Mr. Hevelin 
mentioned remembering when his friend Lee Hoffman 
started  Science Fiction Five Yearly. Science Fiction 
Five Yearly ran for 12 issues.

Mr. Finn talked about his association 
with REHUPA, a Robert E. Howard APA (see 
www.rehupa.com). He brought copies and passed 
them around.

Ms. Gelb talked about the ongoing appeal of 
fanzines, even with the existence of blogs. One 
thought she had was that they are a push rather 
than a pull technology, and that this makes a 
difference. She referred all to efanzines.com.

Mr. Crider talked about DAPAEm, the mystery APA 
that he has been a member of for thirty years. He 
has never missed an issue. His wife, though not an 
official member, gets to the mail first and so reads 
the issues before he does.  He says reading an issue 
is like getting updates from family members. He also 
talked about his blog, which could be classified as 
an online zine. (If you have not found his blog, go 
visit Bill Crider’s Pop Culture Magazine. It is always 
diverting.)

There were interested audience members that 
chimed in as well. One recalled, not so fondly, the 
days when fans had trouble publishing material, with 
printers deciding that Star Trek Slash fiction had to 
be reported, and mail carriers deciding not to deliver 
it. Fanzines seemed much more underground at the 
time.

Waldrop Reading
Howard Waldrop was unable to attend ArmadilloCon 

30 in person due to health issues.  The convention, 
which usually closes with Howard reading a story, 
closed instead with a tag-team reading of a Waldrop 
classic, “The Ugly Chickens.” The readers were: 
Bill Crider, Scott Cupp, Bradley Denton, Maureen F. 
McHugh, Lawrence Person, Jessica Reisman, Walton 
“Bud” Simons, Caroline Spector, and Don Webb, with 
Howard Waldrop joining by telephone to read the final 
section.

Email from Bradley Denton, Reprinted by Permission
Dear Ugly Chicken Readers and Supporters,
Barb [Denton] was the cell-phone liaison in Temple  

yesterday, and she reports that Howard was beyond 
pleased.  He emphasized  his profound thanks to 
EVERYone involved.

I too would like to thank each tag-team  reader for 
stepping up and doing such a wonderful job reading 
“The Ugly  Chickens.”  Each and every section went 
great, and I don’t think the whole  gestalt could have 
come together any better.  You’re all great readers 
and  great friends to Howard.

Thanks also to Warren for videotaping the reading  
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so Howard can see it. (I was pretty focused on events 
at the reading table, but I think someone from FACT 
was videotaping the event as  well.  So thanks to that 
person or persons as well.  And I know Howard would 
like a copy of that version, too.)

Special thanks to A.T. Campbell for suggesting the 
tag-team-Waldrop-reading in the first place, and for 
recruiting Andrew Wimsatt for technical support.  
And, of course, special thanks to Andrew for 
providing the iPhone, patch cable, effort, and patience 
to make the phone call  work.  The reading would not 
have happened, and would not have  succeeded, if 
not for you two guys.

Barb tells me that when Howard finished reading 
the story’s final line, he sat with the cell phone to his 
ear for a long  moment.

“Applause?” Barb asked.
Howard nodded.
Then he started to say something into the phone,  

but stopped.  Another long moment went by.
“Still applauding,” he told Barb.
She reports that he was visibly moved.  And  that 

he was very, very happy.
Proud to know all y’all,
Brad

FACT BENEFIT FOR LITERACY AUSTIN
The Charity Auction at this year’s ArmadilloCon 

was a benefit for Literacy Austin. 24% of Texans 
read below the 5th grade level. Literacy Austin is 
taking action to improve these people’s lives by 
improving their reading skill. The Charity Auction 
at ArmadilloCon raised $271 to benefit Literacy 
Austin.  A special thanks to auctioneers Mark Finn 
and Jayme Lynn Blaschke for making the event so 
much fun, and to Brett Barnes or Literacy Austin for 
attending.

DONATION TO REGIONAL LIBRARIES
Submitted by Karen Meschke
FACT and ALAMO members gathered together 

during ArmadilloCon 30 to organize and package 
fantasy and science fiction books being donated 
for regional Texas libraries. These were new copies 
of recent books, and will hopefully be enjoyed by 
those libraries, either on the shelves or in book sales 
to benefit the libraries. Karen Meschke noted that 
workers at her local Post Office were very gracious 
about receiving the over 30 boxes of books on August 
21. A special thanks goes out to FACT member 
Liz Burton for coordinating this work during the 
convention. Thanks to both organizations for getting 
this important work done. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO FACT
FACT Historian Dan Tolliver recently pointed 

out that in addition to this year being the 50th 
anniversary of conventions in Texas and the 30th 
ArmadilloCon, 2008 is also FACT’s 25 anniversary. 
FACT was incorporated in February, 1983.

FACTOIDS AND FRIENDS
Jayme Lynn Blaschke continues to post 

installments of “Memory” at the No Fear of the Future 
blog. Read chapter 22, along with any you have 
missed, at tinyurl.com/66efvp. 

Fast Ships, Black Sails, a pirate anthology edited by 
Ann and Jeff Vandermeer, is due out in November. 
It will feature stories by Jayme Lynn Blaschke, 
Michael Moorcock,  Carrie Vaughn, Howard 
Waldrop, and more.

Hard-SF author and professional astronomer Mike 
Brotherton got a grant from NASA to improve the 
public’s knowledge of astronomy, and some of the 
money is going to fund an annual series of workshops 
for working science fiction writers -- essentially, one-
week long Astronomy 101 boot camps. Attendees of 
Launch Pad 2008 included Jay Lake and Steven 
Gould. Hugo-winning SF writer David D. Levine 
attended and wrote up the experience for Tor.com. 
See tinyurl.com/5e32y8.

Mark Finn recently posted a story from an old 
Clockwork Storybook retreat online. Read “The Final 
Adventure of Tam Sharkey” at in the section for 
Finn’s prose works at clockworkstorybook,net. See 
also the “Finn’s Wake” section for his account of his 
recent doings related to Robert E. Howard.

For a limited time, HarperCollins is celebrating 
the 10th anniversary of EOS Books by giving away 
electronic copies of two books: Neverwhere by Neil 
Gaiman and Odalisque: Book One of the Percheron 
Saga by Fiona McIntosh. Go to tinyurl.com/5k9frl to 
get your free books. 

Amie Gantt, Director of ConDFW, reported that 
fan Tommy Dunnam, widely known as the Keeper 
of Stanley Bear, passed away August 25 from 
complications with spinal cancer. “Tommy attended 
many, many conventions with Stanley as his 
constant companion.  He had been with A-Kon since 
before #1.”

Several FACT members and ArmadilloCon 
participants have been spotted on Goodreads.com. 
If you have not done so, you may enjoy this free site, 
which allows you to share book lists and reviews with 
friends.

Tor has posted a story by Steven Gould at Tor.com, 
complete with an illustration by Eric Fortune. 
“Shade” is set in the world of Jumper. Read the story 
for free at tinyurl.com/6gh4md.

In October, Subterranean Press will be releasing an 
omnibus edition of the Barry Hughart that comprise 
“The Chronicles of Master Li and Number Ten Ox.” 
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The FACT North Reading Group read the first, Bridge 
of Birds, in May, and gave it excellent reviews.

If you have not yet read Jay Lake’s latest 
novel, Escapement, you may enjoy a free preview. 
His publisher has posted chapter one online at 
tinyurl.com/5le3yl.

The Summer, 2008, issue of Subterranean 
Magazine is worth a visit. It features “Big Man: A 
Fable” by Joe R. Lansdale, “Fiction Chain of Fools” 
by Jay Lake, “The Secret History of the Last Colony” 
by John Scalzi, an interview with Jay Lake, the first 
part of “Kilimanjaro,” a novella by Mike Resnick that 
the magazine is serializing, and more.

Author Brad Meltzer found something fun to do 
with negative reviews: tinyurl.com/57ya6y. Mr. 
Meltzer will be appearing for a reading and signing 
at BookPeople on Friday, Sept. 12, at 7 PM. He is 
promoting his new book, The Book of Lies.

On Saturday, Sept. 20, there will be a party for 
the release of Brisingr, the new book in Christopher 
Paolini’s Inheritance Cycle, at the Arboretum Barnes 
& Noble.

Rick Riordan will be at BookPeople on Friday, 
September 19, to promote 39 Clues, a new action/
adventure chapter book series. The event starts at 
4 PM. This is the first of ten books in the 39 Clues 
series, each book written by a different author. He 
will be read from and sign copies of the 39 Clues Book 
1:  Maze of Bones.  It’ll be a huge parking lot party 
with food, games, a gauntlet, a scavenger hunt and 
more.

Juvenile fantasy author Michael Scott will appear 
at BookPeople on Tuesday, September 23. He will 
answer questions and sign copies of The Magician, 
his second book, at 7 PM.

John Scalzi is featured in “An Epic Conversation 
Between Cory Doctorow and John Scalzi.” See the 
video at tinyurl.com/67l8l2.

Neal Stephenson will read from Anathem and sign 
copies at BookPeople on Thursday, September 25, 
starting at 7 PM. See bookpeople.com for the rules 
relating to this event, which is expected to attract a 
big crowd.

British blokes and authors Paul Stewart and 
Chris Riddell will appear at BookPeople on Tuesday, 
Sept. 16, at 4 PM. There will be a Special Q&A and 
booksigning Barnaby Grimes: Return of the Emerald 
Skull.

ArmadilloCon 30 guest Steven Utley has his name 
on the issues of Asimov’s and Fantasy & Science 
Fiction that are currently on the newsstand.  The 
September issue of Asimov’s includes his short story 
“Slug Hell” (which your editor has not yet read). The 
October/November issue of Fantasy & Science Fiction 
includes an excellent story called “Sleepless Years.” 

WRITING NEWS
The Sunday Paper (a Georgia publication) published 

an article about novelist Mitchell Graham on August 
17. Mr. Graham appeared at ArmadilloCon 25 and 
26 (but cancelled plans to appear at 30).  The article 
is worth a few minutes just for the story of how hard 
Steven Spielberg, who had decided he wanted to 
make as film based on Graham’s “Fifth Ring” trilogy, 
had to work in order to get the novelist to speak 
with him. Graham was initially certain that the calls 
were a prank and was far from polite.  The article 
describes Graham’s path to success as including 
appearances here in Austin: “Graham became a 
sought-after writer at Dragon*Con in Atlanta and 
ArmadilloCon in Austin, Texas.” Read the entire story 
at tinyurl.com/6do4rn.

MEDIA NEWS
The release of  the film Harry Potter and the Half-

Blood Prince has been moved from November, 2008, 
to July, 2009.  This is apparently the result of the 
gap in the pipeline created by the writers’ strike. See 
details at Entertainment Weekly online: tinyurl.com/
6oqa6e.

Leonard Nimoy is in a new Volkswagen 
commercial. He interviews a VW bug. It’s a quick bit 
of fun. See it at tinyurl.com/5c8zne. If you can’t get 
enough of Nimoy in car ads, you can also find his 
1991 ad for Oldsmobile at tinyurl.com/62del9.

CONVENTION LISTING
Sept. 12-14: ProtoCon 10, all-genre gaming 

convention, Memorial Student Center, Texas 
A&M. Additional focus on independent publishers 
and prototype games. Weekend passes $15. 
www.protocon.com

Sept. 15-17: Austin Game Developers Conference, 
Austin Convention Center. Keynote Speaker is Bruce 
Sterling. $995. www.austingdc.net

Sept. 18-25: Fantastic Fest 2008, Alamo Drafthouse 
South Lamar. Film Badge (all time slots) $120; 2nd 
Half of Festival Badge $65; Day-Only Badge $40.  
www.fantasticfest.com 

Oct. 3-5: FenCon V, Addison, TX. GoH Gregory 
Benford; Music GoH Three Weird Sisters; Fan GoH 
Gerald Burton; Special Guest Jay Lake. Regular 
memberships $40 at door. www.fencon.org

Oct. 10-12: 2008 Browncoat Ball, Omni Hotel, 
Austin, TX. Memberships $150 for the weekend, $125 
for Saturday and Sunday, or Saturday only $100. 
www.browncoatball.com

Oct. 10-12:  Southern Festival of Books: A 
Celebration of the Written Word, Nashville, TN. 
Authors appearing include Janis Ian. No charge. tn-
humanities.org/festival
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Oct. 17-19: Capclave 2008, Hilton Washington DC/
Rockville, 1750 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD. Literary 
SF con -- a long commute but looks like something 
an ArmadilloCon fan would enjoy. Author Guest is 
James Morrow. $50 through Sept. 30; $60 after that. 
www.capclave.org

Oct. 25-26: Star Wars Fan Days & the Sci-Fi 
Expo, Plano Center,  2000 E Spring, Plano, TX. 
www.scifiexpo.com/DCC/Next-Convention.html

Nov. 7-9: Wizard World Texas, Arlington Convention 
Center, Arlington, TX. www.wizardworld.com/home-
tx.html

Nov. 14-16: G-Kon III, Dallas Market Hall, 2200 N 
Stemmons Fwy, Dallas, TX. www.g-kon.com

Nov. 21-23: Oni-Con, Hilton Americas, 1600 Lamar, 
Houston, TX. Preregister online for $35 (discount for 
groups). www.oni-con.com

AT THE MOVIES

The Alamo Drafthouse is  bringing Mad Max to 
Republic Square Park on Friday, Sept. 12, at 7PM, 
followed by The Road Warrior on Friday, Sept. 19, at 
7PM, as a free accompaniment to their annual Fan-
tastic Fest  (see Convention listing).

BOOK GROUPS
Sept. 10 (Wed.), 7 PM: Dark Forces Reading 

Group, Flightpath Coffee House, Elric: Stealer of Souls 
by Michael Moorcock (Del Rey edition)

Sept. 15 (Mon.), 7 PM, Bookpeople: The Ludicrous 
Speed Book Group will discuss I, Robot by Isaac 
Asimov.

Monday, Sept. 15, 7-8 PM: North Austin Reading 
Group. (North Village Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 2139 W. Anderson Ln) The Last Dragon by 
J.M. McDermott. Optional dinner follows.

Thursday, Sept. 25, 7-8 PM: South Austin Reading 
Group (Pleasant Hill Branch, Austin Public Library, 
211 E. William Cannon Dr.). Blade Runner/Do 
Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by Philip K. Dick.

Thursday, Sept. 25 (Thurs.), 7-8:30 PM, Barnes 
& Noble Arboretum Café, Science and Religion in 
Fiction Book Club (Center for Inquiry) will discuss 
Edge of Reason by Melissa Snodgrass.

Monday, Oct. 6, 7-8 PM: North Austin Reading 
Group. (North Village Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 2139 W. Anderson Ln) The Complete Roderick 
by John Sladek. Optional dinner follows.

GAMING
Saturday, Sept. 13, 6 PM: Adult Gaming (the 

Scarbrough house; contact tbrianp@sbcglobal.net for 
details). 

Saturdays, 12-8 PM, Great Hall Games: Austin 

Board Gamers meet at store for gaming.

UPCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS
Sept. 26 (Fri.), 7:30-10:30 PM, Ursa Major 

Party/Meet-Up, San Antonio. Call Lynn for 
directions and to confirm location: 210-218-2800. 
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/UrsaMajorSciFi

WRITING
Oct. 2-3, FenCon V Writer’s Workshop. Jay Lake 

will be the instructor. Spaces will be limited to 20. 
Submission information is available after you register 
($65, including your FenCon membership). See 
details at tinyurl.com/5pw5wd.

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7-10 PM: Slug Tribe, Hancock 
Rec Center (41st and Red River) in Activity Room #2

October 18, 9:30-11 AM: Austin Children’s Book 
Writers & Illustrators, Barnes and Noble Westlake 9:
30 - 11:00, Open Critique (9:30). A Chapter Meeting 
follows, then a Life Drawing Session (starts at about 
12).  Critique is totally open. Anyone can bring five 
pages of their work-in-progress for the rest of the 
group to comment and make suggestions on. Please 
bring six copies. Find out more about this group at 
www.austinscbwi.com.

BOARD MEETING: JULY
The monthly meeting of the board of directors for 

the Fandom Association of Central Texas was called 
to order on Saturday, 19 July 2008 by Board Chair 
Brian Price at the Carver Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 1161 Angelina St., Austin, Texas, at 1:
15 p.m. Present in addition to the chair were FACT 
President Karen Meschke, Directors Jennifer Juday, 
Charles Siros, Elizabeth Burton, A. T. Campbell III, 
C. Dan Tolliver and Kurt Baty and FACT Treasurer 
Marianne Moul.

The secretary presented the minutes of the June 
meeting. Several corrections were requested, after 
which it was moved by Mr. Siros, seconded by Mr. 
Campbell that the minutes be approved as amended.

CORRESPONDENCE: The MIS manager noted 
receipt of an inquiry regarding purchase of the FACT 
domain name, which was held for discussion under 
new business.

OFFICER REPORTS
CHAIR
Mr. Price noted he has been a busy person. He and 

Mrs. Price hosted gaming the previous Saturday and 
a fun time was had by all; he and Mr. Siros played 
golf on the new Wii. He attended the ArmadilloCon 
committee meeting and is working diligently on 
the dealer’s room; he also wrote the traditional 
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chairman’s welcome for the program book. He 
added, however, that he was not able to discuss the 
board’s concerns regarding security of the new online 
registration system with MIS.

PRESIDENT
Ms. Meschke reported she had attended the 4th of 

July party hosted by the Siroses, which was enjoyed 
by all. She has been attending the north reading 
groups, which has been interesting and fun, and 
has enjoyed doing interesting things with various 
ArmadilloCon guests.

VICE-PRESIDENT
No report

TREASURER
Ms. Moul reported that as of 6/30/2008 the 

account balances were: ArmadilloCon: $4306.19; 
FACT: $8,164.42; World Fantasy: $11,435.61.

Deposits outstanding: none.
Debits outstanding: none.
Ms. Moul requested a report on the status of closing 

the World Fantasy account and was advised Renee 
Babcock and Kimm Antell will do so as soon as the 
donation to Friends of Fandom clears. Ms. Meschke 
extended thanks on behalf of ALAMO for support for 
the Nebula Awards weekend.

SECRETARY
Ms. Burton advised that meeting space has been 

reserved at the Carver Library for the new time and 
day for the board meetings through December.

REGISTRAR
Mr. Hollas reported active members number 68. 

Expired memberships number 26, an increase of 
four since last month, while inactive memberships 
numbered 55.

Ms. Meschke asked Mr. Hollas to provide a 
membership list for ArmadilloCon so those who’ve 
expired or are about to can be encouraged to renew. 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES MANAGER
Mr. W. Siros was co-host of a grill party on the 4th 

of July.

HISTORIAN
Mr. Tolliver noted he is working on the historical 

display for ArmadilloCon.

MIS
Ms. Antell reported she has focused on the 

ArmadilloCon website for the most part.

PUBLICATIONS
Ms. Juday advised that the June FACT Sheet was 

distributed. Her major focus has been working on 
convention promotional items and the program book; 
she is following up on updating the convention flyer 
for local distribution. Mr. Baty advised her of the 
need to obtain a copy of the logo of the company that 
will be handling the local distribution and add it to 
those flyers, as well as removing pre-registration 
info. Ms. Juday noted that program book ad sales 
are moving along; the cost is covered at current page 
count and there are 12 confirmed pages of ads. 

QUARTERMASTER
Mr. Siros stated that the shed is paid through the 

end of August, and the new shelves are moved in. 
Mr. Price asked how many easels we have, and Mr. 
Siros said he believes there are six. Mr. Price asked 
to have some to use for gaming at ArmadilloCon. Ms. 
Meschke said she may still have two.

Ms. Burton noted that FACT currently has three 
electronic label makers, none of which are being 
used. She said she would be interested in purchasing 
one, assuming they are all functional.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
ArmadilloCon 30
Mr. Siros reported Mr. Campbell and John Gibbons 

are working steadily on programming. Mr. Baty 
advised we were unable to obtain use of the South 
Ballroom, so the history display will go in front of 
the dealer’s room and be moved inside at night. 
The chairs said things are progressing apace, and 
based on experience from running past conventions 
everything is either on time or ahead of schedule, and 
registration is on a par with last year to this point.

The committee threw a party at ApolloCon, and 
will need Ms. Moul’s assistance for pre-convention 
expenses for the con suite and other matters. 
Publications needs to complete the program book 
draft this week, and the first draft of the schedule will 
be provided for the hotel.

The committee sent out a call for pre-registrations, 
especially for volunteers and participants’ guests. 
Mr. Siros and Mr. Baty discussed the need to find 
an alternative source for an anniversary cake, as the 
hotel’s quote was prohibitively expensive. They were 
advised one can be obtained from Costco or Sam’s 
Club.

Ms. Burton proposed having some kind of forum 
or other means whereby people interested in 
attending the convention but needing transportation 
or desiring to share a hotel room could publicize 
it. The consensus was that we can use the existing 
LiveJournal for that purpose, and Ms. Burton 
agreed to provide Ms. Antell with wording for the 
ArmadilloCon website channeling people to it. Ms. 
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Juday is still trying to make contact with Literacy 
Austin to arrange for someone to attend the 
convention to accept the donation check. 

ArmadilloCon 31
Ms. Antell advised she has completed her regular 

guest line-up, and is pursuing a recommendation 
for a special guest. She is working on the ad for this 
year’s program book, has completed her slate of 
sub-committee chairs and has one who is already 
working.

World Fantasy Convention
Final wrap-up awaits arrival of the donation to 

Friends of Fandom

Hotel Committee
Mr. Price read an email he received just prior to 

the meeting from committee chair Renee Babcock 
protesting the board’s suggestion that an alternative 
date for the convention be considered when exploring 
venues. She stated she felt changing the date is not 
in the convention’s best interests, as people have 
become accustomed to its being held in August. 
She listed various reasons why earlier or later 
dates are not suitable. The board’s consensus was 
that, although her reasons are valid, the increasing 
number of competing conventions both before and 
after ArmadilloCon, including both past and future 
WorldCons, counters them. It was requested that Mr. 
Price advise Ms. Babcock that the board wishes her 
to include the Columbus Day weekend, the original 
date the convention was held, as an alternative.

Bylaws Committee
No report

San Antonio Convention Exploration Committee
No report

Reading Groups
Ms. Burton reported the South Group is in PR 

mode following a discussion with the library branch 
manager, D. J. Harris. She advised she did a survey 
of the books available at the library and has set a 
reading list that includes mainly titles that can be 
had there. Most are well-known, including Clive 
Barker and Neal Stephenson. She said Mr. Harris 
has agreed to use bookmarks to promote the group 
to those who check out SF; now she just has to get 
them designed. She added that the library is eager to 
encourage activities for adult readers, but to date has 
had minimal response to those that have been tried.

Mr. Campbell advised the North Group has chosen 
books for the period to the end of the year. He noted 
the library where they have been holding one of the 

meetings is going to be moving and will be closed 
starting in December; the group hasn’t decided where 
those meetings will be held. He stated that, as he will 
be unavailable to host his usual meeting in August it 
will be held at ArmadilloCon

With regard to Ms. Burton’s discussion of places 
to promote the South Group to, he noted the 
North Group has three new regulars who are all in 
their 60s, suggesting that older Boomers are one 
possibility.

OLD BUSINESS
Book Donations: Mr. Baty reported the books he 

had in his possession went to ApolloCon, where 
he gave away about 2 cases, most at the party. He 
suggested additional books could be put out at 
ArmadilloCon. Mr. Tolliver suggested taking books to 
San Antonio to be given away at an anime convention 
scheduled there. There is no word on whether a table 
has been reserved there, however.  At the suggestion 
of Ms. Burton, she and Ms. Meschke will prepare 
to complete the mailing of books from WFC and the 
Nebulas during ArmadilloCon; Ms. Burton can supply 
packaging and has both scale and postage printer.

Sam’s Club: Ms. Moul and Ms. Burton will open a 
new account, as the original one expired on 18 June, 
and Ms. Moul will then apply for a merchant account.

Merchant Account: See previous

NEW BUSINESS
Domain name purchase: Ms. Antell reported she 

had been contacted by a domain name service 
regarding purchase of the FACT.org registration. Mr. 
Baty advised we had previously quoted $50,000 as 
our asking price. However, as this company is likely 
seeking to purchase it for resale, the board advised 
increasing the price to $95,000 for negotiating 
purposes.

There being no other business before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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