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Highlights from William Gibson 
Appearance

Submitted by FACT member Elze Hamilton.
William Gibson gave a reading, answered ques-

tions and signed books at the Barnes & Noble Austin 
Arboretum location on June 11, 2008. He started by 
saying he was glad to be back in Austin, a city that 
fourteen years ago was ground zero for the “so-called” 
cyberpunk movement. Then his microphone failed. 
The irony of this happening right before the speech of 
a writer who pioneered a new attitude towards tech-
nology in science fiction did not escape the audience. 
After a few attempts by Barnes & Noble staff to fix 
the microphone, Gibson gave up and said he would 
do the reading “a capella.” “I don’t let technology get 
in my way,” he said. “People have been reading books 
aloud for centuries. I’m gonna do it the way Byron did 
it, the way Dylan Thomas did it, except sober.” And 
he read part of the first chapter of his latest novel, 
Spook Country.

Next, Gibson answered questions from the audi-
ence. A few questions were specifically about Spook 
Country, while others were about writing and Gib-
son’s view of the world in general. Here is a sampling 
of questions and answers:

Q. Do you consider your works, sort of settings, to be 
dystopian, or is that not accurate of how you see near 
future, or our current predicament?

A. Dystopia is an absolute, a literary conceit, and 
so is utopia. Nobody ever really lives in a dystopia, 
people just live in a really really nasty society. Take a 
book like Neuromancer. The sprawl in Neuromancer, 
is it tending to dystopia, or to utopia? It depends on 
whether you are a white middle class American, or in 
Zaire. People all over the world would migrate to the 
world of Neuromancer in an eyeblink. It would be so 
much better than what they currently live in. They 
would be all over the docks, clutching tickets. 

Q. Do you find yourself creating characters, or do 
you find characters spontaneously generating them-
selves?

A. If I create them, they’re not very good. If they 
force themselves onto me from my unconscious, and 
refuse to do what I sort of brought them to do, the 
they turn into a good character.

When I was studying comparative critical method-
ology, I ran into Forster’s dictum, that a writer isn’t 
doing his or her job if he or she is in some degree of 
control over his or her characters. Back then I didn’t 
know what that meant, but when I started to write 
fiction, I started to get it. It took me a long time to 
cultivate the necessary loss of control. I still find it in-
credibly scary. I find when I am in control, I won’t like 
the work, and I won’t like the characters as much. 

One person in the audience seemed to imply that 
iPhone was inspired by cyberpunk literature, and 
asked what other cyberpunk inventions inspired real 
technology. 

According to Gibson, cyberpunk is a kind of retro 
80s idea that should not be credited with anything as 
serious as that. He said, “I think of cyberpunk as a 
phantom ship of popular culture. When they say, ‘Did 
you see those shoes Pat was wearing at the club last 
night? They were kinda cyberpunk!’ ... Cyberpunk is 
from when we were here, and cyberspace was kind 
of over there. But now cyberspace is here, and “over 
there” is where’s there’s no connectivity ... The kinda 
stuff that you can follow every day on Boing Boing 
[boingboing.net] is what cyberpunk grew into.”

William Gibson said, “When I was writing Neuro-
mancer I was in a terrible hurry, because I thought 
twenty other SF writers were doing the same thing. 
There’s this thing in SF called steam engine time. 
It’s a historical peculiarity that ancient Greeks built 
those little toy steam engines, but never used them. 
Suddenly a time comes and [everybody’s using them]. 
In the SF community, twenty writers get the same 
idea and mail off novels at the same time. With Neu-
romancer, I didn’t feel prescient at all. I just wanted 
to get my idea out first. But then what happened, I 

FACT EVENTS THIS MONTH
Monday, July 7, 7-8 PM: North Austin Reading 

Group. (North Village Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 2139 W. Anderson Ln) The Yiddish Police-
man’s Union by Michael Chabon. Optional dinner 
follows.
Saturday, July 12, 6 PM: Adult Gaming (the Price 

house; contact tbrianp@sbcglobal.net for details). 
Saturday, July 19, 1-3 PM: Board Meeting (Carver 

Branch, Austin Public Library, 1161 Angelina St). 
Note new date and time!
Tuesday, July 22, 7-8 PM: North Austin Read-

ing Group. (Home of FACT member - contact 
reading@fact.org for details) Magic for Beginners by 
Kelly Link.

Photo of William Gibson by Elze Hamilton, copyright 2008.
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noticed there weren’t many novels like that. Tradi-
tional SF writers would come up to me at conventions 
and said, this would never happen. There will never 
be enough bandwidth. And you know what my secret 
weapon was? I didn’t know what bandwidth was.” 
Unfamiliarity with technical details allowed him to 
see the forest instead of the trees, he said.

ArmadilloCon 30 Update: Steven Brust 
& Kendall Hart to Attend

Author Steven Brust has advised the ArmadilloCon 
30 Programming Committee that he will be attending!  
Brust is the author of over twenty novels, including 
the Vlad Taltos series (Jhereg, etc.).

Kendall Hart, whose work is enjoyed by many FACT 
members (see the flyer on page 2 for an example), no-
tified us that he has reserved space in the Art Show 
and will be flying in to attend the convention.

FACT Favorite Author Howard Waldrop 
Hospitalized, Now on the Mend

FACT favorite author Howard Waldrop was hospital-
ized with health problems in June and is now report-
ed to be on the mend.

Mr. Waldrop was admitted to Seton Hospital in Aus-
tin on June 10. He was having difficulty breathing.  
Tests revealed that he had very high blood pressure, 
diabetes, multiple blockages in his heart and damage 
from a previous heart attack. He was scheduled for 
a heart bypass operation, but with a delay due to his 
diabetes. While awaiting surgery, he was reportedly 
to be “in amazingly good spirits given the situation. 
He [was] eating well and [was] his usual funny-as-hell 
self.” 

Lucius Shepherd reported on June 17 that “Howard 
made it through his quintuple bypass just fine. He’s a 
bit spacey from the anesthesia but all signs are for a 
new, improved Howard” (tinyurl.com/6qeghd). 

On June 18, FACT member Lawrence Person 
shared a note from Caroline Spector that said, 
“Howard is out of surgery and in recovery in ICU... 
He had a quintuple bypass (thereby tying Gardner’s 
record, which will no doubt end in a thumb-wres-
tling competition between the two of them for brag-
ging rights at a later date).  By all accounts he did 
extremely well during surgery. I saw him for a few 
minutes in ICU.  He was still unconscious... They’ll 
start having him sit up today and will be getting him 
in shape to be transferred the cardiac recovery floor 
sometime in the next few days.” 

On Wednesday, Caroline Spector and Brad Denton 
visited him. “Brad Denton and I spent about four 
hours this afternoon in ICU watching Howard sleep. I 
spoke with Dr. Hume, Howard’s surgeon, and he said 
that Howard’s heart is doing fine, but that between 
the anesthesia, the chemical pharmacopoeia they 
pumped into him during surgery, and the exhausting 
events of the last week Howard was a wee bit tuck-
ered out -- thereby uttering one of the great under-

statements of all time. Howard has not been sleeping 
well for the last few months which probably hasn’t 
helped either.”

On Friday, the 20th, Spector reported to Karen 
Meschke, “Howard is still having problems with his 
reaction to the anesthesia and a prolonged stay in 
ICU.  He’s needed to have someone with him con-
stantly since Wednesday.  This isn’t an uncom-
mon event after surgery and his friends have rallied 
around and are taking shifts staying with him.  (Also, 
Barb Denton and I made sure they took the mittens 
off when we were there this morning and he hasn’t 
had to have them back on since.) Nothing that’s been 
happening since Howard got out of surgery is unusu-
al.  It can be distressing, but it isn’t abnormal.  The 
one good thing is he likely won’t remember a thing 
-- which allows the rest of us to make up all sorts of 
fabulous stories about him.  Turn about being fair 
play and all that. He has been gradually getting bet-
ter throughout the late afternoon and early evening.  
He’s responding better to questions and has been 
much less disoriented.”

FACT President Karen Meschke and member 
Matthew Duarte went to visit Mr. Waldrop and gave 
him cards from ArmadilloCon and FACT. He loves to 
get mail, so you are invited to send him your personal 
well wishes, funny stories, etc.: Howard Waldrop, 
2900 Pinecrest Drive, Austin TX 78757.

Books Still Needed for James 
Reasoner

The FACT Book Drive for author James Reasoner, 
who lost his professional library in a house fire earlier 
this year, is still going on. There are twenty selections 
left in the list he sent. Please go to www.fact.org to 
get to the link to his Amazon shopping list, and help 
buy these last few books to help him reestablish his 
professional library.

Robert Asprin, R.I.P.
Author, editor and FACT Lifetime Member Robert 

Asprin (b. 1946) passed away in the afternoon of May 
22, 2008. He is reported to have died at his home in 
New Orleans with a Terry Pratchett novel in one hand 
(see tinyurl.com/6ggcrf). He was active in the Society 
for Creative Anachronism, where he was known as 
Yang the Nauseating. He was well known as co-editor 
of the Thieves’ World and as author of the MythAd-
ventures series and the Phule’s Company series.

Algis Budrys, R.I.P.
Algis Budrys (b. 1931) passed away the morning of 

June 9, 2008. He was an editor, book reviewer, pub-
lisher, and an author with seven Hugo nominations. 
He was one of the WorldCon Guests of Honor at 
LoneStarCon II. His novels included the classic Rogue 
Moon. He many of the annual Writers of the Future 
anthologies from 1985 to present. Find out more at 
the Locus website: tinyurl.com/56tsow.
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Jack Speer, R.I.P.
Longtime SF fan Jack Speer (b. 1920) passed away 

early in the morning June 28, 2008. Mr. Speer was 
well-known as a member of First Fandom and as 
the author of Up to Now (1939), the first history of 
SF fandom. A few years later he codified “fanspeak” 
along with more history when he wrote the first Fan-
cyclopedia in 1944. His influential articles created 
the idea of “numbered fandoms” by identifying key 
traits and changes in various generations of fandom. 
He was inducted into the First Fandom Hall of Fame 
in 1995 and was the Fan Guest of Honor at the 2004 
WorldCon. He was an attendee at Corflu Quire in 
Austin last year, so some FACT members got to meet 
him or renew an acquaintance then.

If you have nor read any of Mr. Speer’s work, take 
this opportunity to do so. Up to Now is available 
for download from eFanzines.com (efanzines.com/
UpToNow). NESFA Press has Fancestral Voices, a 
collection of his work, available for sale (tinyurl.com/
5b8rb4). Also available is an excerpt from the World-
Con 2004 souvenir book, containing all the material 
relating to Mr. Speer (tinyurl.com/5ttkct). 

FACT North Reading Group Selections 
The FACT North Reading Group voted on book se-

lections on June 18. Here is a list of the books select-
ed through the beginning of 2009:

* Mon., July 7: The Yiddish Policemen’s Union by 
Michael Chabon

* Tues., July 22: Magic for Beginners by Kelly Link
* Mon., Aug. 4: The Forever War by Joe Haldeman
* Tues., Aug. 19: Kitty and the Midnight Hour by 

Carrie Vaughn
* Mon., Sept. 1: Babel-17 by Samuel R. Delany
* Tuesday, Sept. 16: Last Dragon by J. M. McDer-

mott

* Mon., Oct. 6: The Complete Roderick by John 
Sladek

* Tues., Oct. 21: On Basilisk Station by David Weber
* Mon., Nov. 3: Gordath Wood by Patrice Sarath
* Tues., Nov. 18: The Blade Itself by Joe Abercrom-

bie
* Mon., Dec. 1: The Automatic Detective by A. Lee 

Martinez
* Tues., Dec. 16: Nine Princes in Amber by Roger 

Zelazny
* Mon., Jan. 5: Axis by Robert Charles Wilson

FACT Board Meeting Scheduled on 
Saturdays Starting July 19

The day and time of the monthly meeting of the 
FACT Board has changed. The August meeting will 
be held at ArmadilloCon 30 (room and time still to be 
determined). The other 2008 FACT Board meetings 
will be held at the Carver Branch of the Austin Public 
Library from 1 to 3 PM on the following dates: July 
19, Sept. 13, Oct. 11, Nov. 8, and Dec. 13. All FACT 
members are invited to attend these meetings.

FedConUSA Cancelled; Note that 
FenCon Is Alive and Well

FedConUSA, a Dallas convention aiming to replicate 
a European con called FedCon, was cancelled midway 
through, on the Saturday morning (June 14) of the 
convention. Reports were that they had booked too 
many stars and got too few walk-in memberships to 
make the convention work financially. You can read 
more about that at www.fedconusa.com.

Given the similarity of the names, it seems worth 
pointing out that FenCon, another Dallas con, 
and one that many FACT members enjoy, is alive 
and well. FenCon V will be held October 3-5 at the 
Crowne Plaza North Hotel in Dallas. Find out more or 
buy a membership at www.fencon.org.

Patrice Sarath to Sign Novels July 12 
and July 30

Patrice Sarath will be signing her new book, Gor-
dath Wood, at the Barnes & Noble Austin Arboretum 
location at 1 PM on Saturday, July 12. Ms. Sarath’s 
short stories have appeared in Alfred Hitchcock Mys-
tery Magazine, Weird Tales, Realms of Fantasy, Black 
Gate, and several other magazines and anthologies. 
Her short story “A Prayer for Captain La Hire,” was 
included in Year’s Best Fantasy 3. She will be partici-
pating in the programming at ArmadilloCon 30. The 
FACT North Reading Group will be discussing Gor-
dath Wood on November 3.

Ms. Sarath will also be signing her new novel at 
BookPeople on Wednesday, July 30, at 7 PM.

Eoin Colfer to Deliver One Man Show 
in Austin July 27

BookPeople is sponsoring an appearance by author 
Eoin Colfer at the Jones Auditorium at St. Edwards 
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Jack and Ruth Speer at the Corflu Quire banquet in Austin, 
February 2007. FACT member and event chair Pat Virzi is partially 
shown below left. FACT members Karen Meschke (glass in hand) 
and Jennifer Juday are visible at the right. Picture supplied by Pat 
Virzi.



University on Sunday, July 27, at 7 PM. Colfer will be 
delivering what is described as a hilarious one man 
show that will include a peek at the inspiration for 
the teenage mastermind criminal Artemis Fowl. Tick-
ets will be $25 and will include a copy of the latest 
Colfer novel, Artemis Fowl: The Time Paradox.  Audi-
ence members will be able to meet the author and get 
their books signed. Visit BookPeople after July 1 to 
purchase a ticket.

Can’t Stop the Serenity 2008!
Calling all Austin Browncoats! It’s time for the 

2008 “Can’t Stop the Serenity” bash. Go to the Alamo 
Drafthouse Lake Creek for this special screening of 
Joss Whedon’s Serenity. The date is Sunday, July 13, 
and the screenings start at 5 PM and 10 PM.

In addition to the film, the event will feature a 
performance by Cedric of the Bedlam Bards (a musi-
cal group that performs songs based on the Firefly 
franchise) as well as a special Firefly themed menu, a 
costume contest and prize giveaways. Check out the 
prizes at tinyurl.com/5wqfrj. The screenings will sup-
port Equality Now (www.equalitynow.org).

Fantastic Fest 2008 Tickets on Sale
Passes for Fantastic Fest 2008 are on sale and 

expected to go quickly. Fantastic Fest is a week-long 
festival featuring the best in new science-fiction, fan-
tasy, horror, animation, crime, Asian, and all around 
badass cinema. It was created to offer exposure to 
genre films that are often overlooked by the tradition-
al festival circuit. For 2008, organizers are offering 
“day only” and “second half of the festival” badges for 
those with limited time and/or money. All screenings 
will be at the Alamo Drafthouse on South Lamar in 
Austin. You can purchase tickets and find out more 
at www.fantasticfest.com.

Breaking Dawn Release Parties
The Barnes & Noble Austin Arboretum will host 

a Breaking Dawn party on August 1, based on the 
Stephenie Meyer books.  Breaking Dawn  is the 
fourth volume in the series “The Twilight Saga.” The 
release party will feature live music, fun games and 
activities.  Attendees are encouraged to dress in Prom 
gear or dressed as one of the characters from the 
book.  The store will stay open late that night, and 
Breaking Dawn will go on sale at midnight.  

There will also be a Breaking Dawn party at Book-
People, starting at 10 PM.

FACToids and Friends
Several favorite FACT authors will have stories in 

Songs of the Dying Earth, the Jack Vance tribute vol-
ume being edited by Gardner Dozois and George R.R. 
Martin. Subterranean Press states on their website 
that they have stories in hand from Robert Silverberg, 
Terry Dowling, Glen Cook, Tanith Lee. Liz Williams, 
Kage Baker, Elizabeth Moon, Matt Hughes, Jeff Van-
dermeer and Mike Resnick.  Also slated to contribute 
are Neil Gaiman, Dan Simmons, Elizabeth Hand,  
Phyllis Eisenstein, Paula Volsky, Howard Waldrop, 
Tad Williams, Walter Jon Williams, John C. Wright, 
Lucius Shepard and Michael Shea. For details, see 
tinyurl.com/6hmxtz.

Karen Meschke reported on May 18 that FACT 
member and author Carrie Richerson had been feel-
ing unwell at the Nebula Awards and was hospital-
ized with a case of cellulitis. Melissa Tyler reported on 
the 20th that she was being released, having much 
improved. 

Media News
Lost was a big winner at the Saturn Awards on 

June 24, earning four awards, including best network 
television series, best actor (Matthew Fox), best sup-
porting actor (Michael Emerson) and best support-
ing actress (Elizabeth Mitchell). Among nominated 
movies, Enchanted won three awards, including 
best picture (fantasy) and best actress (Amy Adams). 
Sweeney Todd, Ratatouille and 300 each received 
two awards. The Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy 
& Horror Films presented the 34th Annual Saturn 
Awards in a ceremony in Universal City, Calif., hosted 
by Jeffrey Ross. For more details, see tinyurl.com/
5doaog.

Convention Listing
Jul. 18-20: Lazy Dragon Con, Quality Inn, 

McKinney, TX. Media Guest: Scott L. Schwartz; Media 
Guest: James Hampton; Media Guests Burton Gil-
liam, Dean Mitchell, Christian Simpson, Mike Savva; 
Robert A. Steffenino, Justice Radio; Author Guest 
of Honor: Lee Martindale; Singer/Songwriter: Sarah 
Gillmore; Fan Guest of Honor: James “Jazz Man” 
Savage. Adult memberships $30; children (5-12) $15. 
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Reminder: Reserve hotel rooms by July 4 to get the 
convention rate. www.lazydragon.com

Jul. 25-27: Conestoga 12, Tulsa, OK. Literary SF 
convention. GoH Diana Gabaldon; Toastmaster: Gor-
don Van Gelder; Artist GoH Stephen Hickman; Fan 
GoH Tim Miller. $35 in advance. www.sftulsa.org

Aug. 6-10: Denvention 3/WorldCon 66, Denver, 
CO. GoH Lois McMaster Bujold; Artists Guest Rick 
Sternbach; Fan GoH Tom Whitmore; Toastmaster 
Wil McCarthy. Attending membership $200, children 
(under 12) $50. denvention3.org

Aug. 15-17: ArmadilloCon 30, Doubletree Aus-
tin North, Austin, TX. Literary SF convention. GoH 
John Scalzi; Artist GoH David Lee Anderson; Fan 
GoH Kelly Persons; Editor GoH Sheila Williams; 
Toastmaster Bill Crider; and Special Guests Joe 
and Gay Haldeman. Regular memberships (ages 13 
and up) $40, $20 for kids 7-12, 6 and under free. 
www.armadillocon.org

Aug. 22-24: BuboniCon 40, Albuquerque Grand 
Airport Hotel, Albuquerque, NM: GoH David Weber; 
Toastmaster Daniel Abraham; Artist Guest Bo Eggle-
ton; Auctioneer Robert E. Vardeman. Regular mem-
berships $35 until Aug. 2, youth (ages 14-17) $18. 
www.bubonicon.com

Aug. 29 - Sept. 1: Anime Fest, Hyatt Regency Dal-
las at Reunion, Dallas, TX. Memberships $30 if paid 
online or postmarked by July 31, $15 for children 
(8-12). www.animefest.org

Sept. 12-14: ProtoCon 10, all-genre gaming con-
vention, Memorial Student Center, Texas A&M. Addi-
tional focus on independent publishers and prototype 
games. Weekend passes currently $6, $10 after July 
6, $15 at door.

Sept. 18-25: Fantastic Fest 2008, Alamo Draft-
house South Lamar. Film Badge (all time slors) $120; 
2nd Half of Festival Badge $65; Day-Only Badge $40.  
www.fantasticfest.com 

Oct. 3-5: FenCon V, Addison, TX. GoH Gregory 
Benford; Music GoH Three Weird Sisters; Fan GoH 
Gerald Burton; Special Guest Jay Lake. Regu-
lar memberships $35 before Sept. 1, $40 at door. 
www.fencon.org

Oct. 10-12: 2008 Browncoat Ball, Omni Hotel, 
Austin, TX. Memberships $150 for the weekend, $125 
for Saturday and Sunday, or Saturday only $100. 
www.browncoatball.com

Summer 2008 New SF Movies
A number of SF films are slated to hit the theaters 

this summer. Here’s a quick list of titles and dates. 
For more information, see tinyurl.com/3yyvxb.

Hancock (stars Will Smith) (July 2)
Hellboy II: The Golden Army (July 11)
Journey to the Center of the Earth (July 11)
Meet Dave (stars Eddie Murphy) (July 11)
The Dark Knight (July 18)
X-Files: I Want to Believe (July 25)
Lost Boys: The Tribe (July 29)

The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor (Jet Li) 
(Aug. 1)

Star Wars: The Clone Wars (Aug. 15)
Babylon A.D. (Vin Diesel) (Aug. 29)

Book Groups
July 7 (Mon.), 7-8 PM: North Austin Reading 

Group. (North Village Branch of the Austin Public 
Library, 2139 W. Anderson Ln) The Yiddish Police-
man’s Union by Michael Chabon. Optional dinner 
follows.
July 9 (Wed.), 7 PM: Dark Forces Reading Group, 

Flightpath Coffee House, Shriek by Jeff Vandermeer.
July 21 (Mon.), 7 PM, BookPeople: The Ludicrous 

Speed Book Group will discuss Dune by Frank Her-
bert.

July 22 (Tues.), 7 PM: FACT North Austin Read-
ing Group, Magic for Beginners by Kelly Link. 
Optional dinner at restaurant follows. Contact 
reading@fact.org for location information.

July 31 (Thurs.), 7-8:30 PM, Barnes & Noble Arbo-
retum Café, Science and Religion in Fiction Book 
Club (Center for Inquiry) will discuss Lord of Light by 
Roger Zelazny.
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Gaming
Saturday, July 12, 6 PM: Adult Gaming (the Price 

house; contact tbrianp@sbcglobal.net for details). 
Saturdays, 12-8 PM, Great Hall Games: Austin 

Board Gamers meet at store for gaming.

Upcoming Social Events
July 25 (Fri.), 7:30-10:30 PM, Ursa Major Party/

Meet-Up, Lynn Ward’s apartment, 3711 Medi-
cal Dr. #1614, San Antonio. Call Lynn for direc-
tions and to confirm location: 210-218-2800. 
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/UrsaMajorSciFi

Writing
Fri., Aug. 15, ArmadilloCon 30 Writers Work-

shop. Deadline to complete application is June 30. 
Pros teaching at this year’s workshop are: Matthew 
Bey, Jayme Lynn Blaschke, Rachel Caine, Kimberly 
Frost, Bev Hale, Phoebe Kitanidis, Chris Roberson, 
Patrice Sarath (tentative), Melissa Tyler, Thomas M. 
Wagner, Martha Wells, Don Webb, Sheila Williams.

Oct. 2-3, FenCon V Writer’s Workshop. Jay Lake 
will be the instructor. Spaces will be limited to 20. 
Submission information is available after you regis-
ter ($65, including your FenCon membership). See 
details at tinyurl.com/5pw5wd.

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7-10 PM: Slug Tribe, Han-
cock Rec Center (41st and Red River) in Activity 
Room #2

July 19, 9:30-11 AM: Austin Children’s Book 
Writers & Illustrators, Barnes and Noble West-
lake 9:30 - 11:00, Open Critique (9:30), Chapter 
Meeting (10:30), Life Drawing Session (starts at 
12).  Critique is totally open. Anyone can bring five 
pages of their work-in-progress for the rest of the 
group to comment and make suggestions on. Please 
bring six copies. Find out more about this group at 
www.austinscbwi.com.

Reading Group Reports
May 5: Bridge of Birds by Barry Hughart

Thirteen people attended this discussion at the 
North Village Library, including one first-time at-
tendee. Our topic was Bridge of Birds, a World Fan-
tasy Award-winning humorous fantasy novel set in 
ancient China. In this book, the children of a village 
are all struck with a mysterious illness, and a young 
man named Number Ten Ox is sent out to find a wise 
scholar to heal them. Four of us had read Hughart 
before. Everyone at the meeting had started and fin-
ished Bridge of Birds.

One reader commented that she had a good time 
with this book’s protagonists, the young and strong 
Number Ten Ox and his wise older companion, Mas-
ter Li. She loved the flaw in Master Li’s character. 
Early in the book, she was afraid it was going to be a 
“plot coupon” novel, but then it twisted and got more 
interesting.  She felt the ongoing illness of the chil-
dren was a good motor for the plot.

Another person enjoyed Master Li’s outrageous 
schemes, such as posing as a saint. He liked how 
these incredibly elaborate capers always worked. And 
it was great that seemingly throwaway bits often had 
plot implications later.

Many of us enjoyed the technology used by Master 
Li. We observed gunpowder, scuba, helicopters, medi-
cine, and chemistry. Several people commented that 
the story took a couple of chapters to get going, and 
then it really took off. 

One person said this book turned Chinese tales into 
accessible forms for Americans. He said the author 
clearly had read Journey to the West. He felt that if 
the book were written a few years earlier, it would 
have fit well into the Ballantine Adult Fantasy series. 

A longtime reader said that this book is her idea of 
fun. She thoroughly enjoys Bridge of Birds each time 
she reads it. She likes how it takes episodic Chinese 
stories and puts a novel arc over it. It’s easy to read, 
but she can’t put it down.

Several people commented that this was one of the 
funniest books they’d read in a long time. We shared 
our favorite incidents. We enjoyed the entirely appro-
priate death of the character Fainting Maid and the 
crazy episodes involving Lotus Cloud and her huge 
collection of lovers.  

One person mentioned that he read this book ini-
tially when it was new in the 80s, and it was one of 
the first fantasies he had read. He was pleased to see 
how well it held up.

Another felt it was a sign of the Apocalypse that 
she liked a book recommended by Kurt. She read the 
book slowly to enjoy it, so it wouldn’t end too soon. 

Generally we loved this book, and most of us plan 
to seek out and read Hughart’s two follow-up novels 
of Number Ten Ox and Master Li. After the meeting, 
we had a nice dinner at Fuddrucker’s.

May 20: Water Rites by Mary Rosenblum
Eleven people attended this discussion at  A.T. 

Campbell’s home. Our topic was Water Rites by for-
mer ArmadilloCon Guest of Honor Mary Rosenblum. 
This is a new book that contains the novel Drylands 
and several related stories, all set in a near future 
where the Pacific Northwest has gone dry. Seven of 
us had read Rosenblum before. Eight people started 
and finished Water Rites.

Many of us read Drylands it when it came out in 
the early 90s. We feel that the book is more relevant 
now, and we found the stories filled in some gaps. 
We observed that water has been a serious political 
issue in the West for decades. One person noted that 
water was a precious commodity in James Michener’s 
Centennial. 

One person thought this was an interesting post-
apocalyptic novel, sort of new version of J. G. 
Ballard’s Burning World. He liked how Rosenblum 
portrayed the different climates in Eastern and West-
ern Oregon.
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Another reader liked the book a lot, but admit-
ted that the book was partially dedicated to him. He 
thought it was an outstanding first novel. He found 
it surprising to see a global warming novel nearly 20 
years old.  He felt the decision to include the para-
normal in this story was strange.  The book had two 
stories: climate/politics, and paranormal abilities. He 
liked the characterization in general. In some ways he 
liked the stories more than the novel. 

One person liked the beginning and ending with 
Jeremy’s magic.  She thought the paranormal stories 
were cautionary tales. She noted that many charac-
ters are motivated by events that happened offstage, 
and this distances the characters from the reader. 
Her favorite character was the female trucker, largely 
because she exists in the here and now. And she 
wondered why the title of the book was not “Water 
Rights.” 

A couple of people found this book to be well-writ-
ten but depressing, and painful to be there.  They felt 
the setting of this book seems very close to today’s 
reality.

Another person expected not to like this book be-
cause it was post-apocalyptic. But she knew the geo-
graphical region well, and the familiarity drew her in. 

Overall we enjoyed this book, and many of us plan 
to read more of Rosenblum’s work. After the meeting, 
we had a nice dinner at Fuddrucker’s.

---A. T. Campbell, III

FACT Board Meeting: May 2008 
The monthly meeting of the board of directors for 

the Fandom Association of Central Texas was called 
to order by Board Chair Brian Price at the Carver 
Branch of the Austin Public Library, 1161 Ange-
lina St., Austin, Texas, at 2:09 p.m. on 4 May 2008. 
Present in addition to the chair were FACT President 
Karen Meschke, Directors Liz Burton, A.T. Campbell 
and Jennifer Juday and FACT Officers Kimm Antell 
and Marianne Moul. Director Kurt Baty arrived at 2:
12 p.m., Director C. Dan Tolliver at 2:22 p.m., and 
Registrar Eric Hollas at 2:35 p.m.

The secretary presented the minutes of the April 
meeting. Ms. Meschke verified that a missing refer-
ence in the discussion of the Nebula Awards event 
was regarding printing of ArmadilloCon flyers. There 
being no other additions or corrections, and in the 
absence of objection, the minutes were approved 
pending the addition of the relevant material.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

OFFICER REPORTS
CHAIR
Mr. Price noted he had successfully ensured infor-

mation regarding time and place of the meeting was 
provided to all those required.

PRESIDENT
Ms. Meschke reported a successful Nebula event 

and distributed programs and complimentary CDs 
to those who wanted them and expressed thanks on 
behalf of Alamo for the various contributions from 
FACT. She suggested the con suite supplies remain 
with her until ArmadilloCon. She advised she doesn’t 
know how many copies of Cross Plains Universe were 
sold but one copy was donated to Michael Chabon for 
his trip home.

VICE-PRESIDENT
No report.

TREASURER
Ms. Moul reported that as of 4/30/2008 the ac-

count balances were: ArmadilloCon: 2,627.57; FACT: 
10,291.36; World Fantasy: 11,650.91.

Deposits outstanding: FACT 0.00; ArmadilloCon: 
831.50; World Fantasy: 0.00.

Debits outstanding: FACT 0.00; ArmadilloCon: 41; 
World Fantasy: 0.00.

Ms. Moul noted she now has all necessary docu-
ments for obtaining the signature cards and will do 
so prior to the next meeting.

SECRETARY
Ms. Burton advised she will contact the Carver 
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library regarding scheduling meetings for the sec-
ond half of the calendar year, including determining 
whether it will be possible to switch to Saturday.

After it was pointed out that the August meeting fell 
during WorldCon, Mr. Baty moved that the meeting 
be scheduled for ArmadilloCon weekend, as occurred 
last year, seconded by Ms. Juday. Mr. Campbell ex-
pressed his objection, as he felt it could interfere with 
scheduled events. Several other directors, however, 
pointed out that the meeting was held early, before 
scheduled events began, that the meeting had taken 
less than an hour and that, most important, it was 
attended by FACT members at the convention. After 
the discussion, the motion was approved: Ayes, 5; 
Nays, 1; Abstain, 1.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES MANAGER
The San Antonio contingent reported various regu-

lar meetings and social events, as well as participa-
tion in and attendance at Nebula weekend.

REGISTRAR
Mr. Hollas reported active members numbered 68, 

an increase of 8, as of the end of April. Expired mem-
berships numbered 23, a decline of 12, while inactive 
memberships remained static at 54.

Mr. Hollas requested information regarding how 
people register and was advised the major channels 
were online, via mail, and at meetings and conven-
tions; Mr. Campbell noted some people pay Armadil-
loCon registration and FACT membership with one 
check, which can cause confusion. Mr. Hollas asked 
who collected the mail and how often, at which time 
Ms. Antell noted two keys are unaccounted-for.

Ms. Antell also advised she has a suggestion to 
improve the flow of registration information to the ap-
propriate individuals.

Mr. Hollas requested a specific email alias for his 
office. Ms. Antell advised she will set it up.

HISTORIAN
Mr. Tolliver reported he had attended the Nebulas, 

where he took pictures and made a video, although at 
this time the audio doesn’t sync. He is also working 
on the 50 Years of Texas Fandom project.

MIS
Ms. Antell advised she has been working on the 

convention website, and reminded Mr. Baty she lacks 
content for some pages. She offered to set up an FTP 
link so he can do it himself, and noted she could use 
pages from last year for those with duplicate content, 
which will make it easier to find. She stated she will 
set up the Paypal account for program book ad pur-
chases.

She reported she is currently missing several 
guests’ information and has to date received no infor-
mation regarding the designated charity listing.

She has replaced the registration flyer with a cor-
rected one listing the new mailbox.

PUBLICATIONS
Ms. Juday advised the latest FACT Sheet went out, 

and that she has sent out thank-yous to members for 
renewing. Mr. Campbell asked if, when she sends out 
the links for issue download, they are sent to contrib-
utors, and Ms. Juday advised they are.

Ms. Juday reported she also prepared ArmadilloCon 
flyers for the Nebulas.

QUARTERMASTER
It was noted payment had been made on the locker 

for another month.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
ArmadilloCon 30
Mr. Baty reported the mass mailing planning is 

underway, and that he had checked with Tim Miller 
of FenCon and they have agreed to a database merge-
and-purge. He advised the committee chairs have ex-
tended the offer to ApolloCon, as well, but the contact 
person was out of town. The date for the mailing was 
set for May 18 at Kimm Antell’s.

He noted that FenCon has never done their own 
mailing heretofore but intend to do so eventually; 
however, to avoid duplicate solicitations have agreed 
to merge the databases and remove the duplicates. 
Ms. Meschke said she will send the Nebula database.

Ms. Antell agreed to do the merge, which needs to 
be done within 10 days to provide a count for pur-
chase of sufficient postage.

The board discussed, on request of Ms. Juday, how 
to set up the various flyers. The ArmadilloCon flyer 
will offer a $5 discount, with a deadline of 20 June; 
the writer’s workshop registration will be on the back.

Mr. Baty added there will probably be a convention 
progress meeting in conjunction with the mailing. Mr. 
Campbell asked if there was any more information re-
garding the question of reserving the south ballroom. 
Mr. Baty stated nothing has been resolved yet, and 
that he will contact the hotel early next week. Noting 
they still need a charity, it was requested Ms. Juday 
research local literacy groups.

World Fantasy Convention
Ms. Antell advised she needs to liaise with Ms. Moul 

regarding any checks that may still be outstanding. 
Mr. Campbell suggested the committee make a dona-
tion to Friends of Fandom for their assistance.

Reading Groups
Mr. Campbell reported the North Group continues 

to have good attendance and that books are sched-
uled through August; Ms. Burton advised the South 
Group will be discussing ways and means of growing 
membership, including possibly moving to one meet-
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ing a month and switching to books by better known 
authors in hopes of drawing in non-FACT members.

Hotel Committee
Ms. Antell noted the committee had planned a 

meeting for the day of the boar meeting, and that 
they will begin researching immediately. Mr. Baty 
offered to provide the information he has already 
acquired.

Bylaws Committee
No report

San Antonio Convention Exploration Committee
No report

OLD BUSINESS
1. Book Donations: Ms. Burton suggested com-

bining preparing the boxes currently stored at Ms. 
Antell’s home with the mailing. Mr. Baty said those 
currently stored at his house are to be given away at 
ApolloCon. Ms. Juday suggested including coupon 
on the FACT flyer for the mailing with a discount on 
Cross Plains Universe.

2. Storage Locker: Ms. Burton advised she had 
been informed by Charles Siros that he had obtained 
shelves. Mr. Baty noted the next step is to schedule a 
date for those wishing to acquire the pegboard to pick 
it up, with the remainder to be donated to Habitat for 
Humanity.

3. Merchant Account: Ms. Moul advised that Sam’s 
Club has the best rates; however, as Renee Babcock 
is currently the registered account holder she needs 
to handle the paperwork. Ms. Moul gave the materials 
to Ms. Antell to hand on to her.

4. ArmadilloCon 31 Bid: A concern was expressed 
by Ms. Meschke, based on her own experience, that 
inviting one of the proposed guests might result in 
his publisher using the opportunity to schedule a 
book tour. She advised that under similar circum-
stances this resulted in a loss of memberships, as 
people had no incentive to come to the convention be-
cause the author would be appearing locally. Several 
replacements were discussed. It was moved by Mr. 
Baty, seconded by Mr. Tolliver, that Ms. Antell’s bid 
be accepted. There being no objections, the motion 
was approved by acclamation.

5. Signature Cards: Ms. Burton reminded the board 
that, although it had been hoped these would be 
available for the May meeting, Ms. Moul could not 
obtain them until she had a set of approved minutes 
that authorized them.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Registration Procedures: Ms. Antell outlined the 

convention registration procedure she has designed, 
which sets up forwarding so that each purchase goes 
to those who need the information, has an auto-re-
sponder and automatically inputs data. She recom-
mended setting up the same procedure for FACT. It 
was moved by Ms. Juday, seconded by Mr. Tolliver 
that she be authorized to do so. There being no objec-
tions, the motion was approved by acclamation.

There being no other business before the board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 3:53 p.m.
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